
Minutes of the MYA Northern District AGM 

Held on Saturday 16th November 2019 at 13.45pm 

Location 

Alexander House, High Street, Askern Doncaster DN6 0AB 

Attendees: See attached list. 

1. Apologies for Absence. 

Simon Robinson, Ian Smith, Chris Moore, Peter Coghill., Brian Quinn, John Berry, Liz 

Tushingham, John Brierley 

 

2. Minutes of the Last Meeting and Matters Arising. 

It was proposed, David Foster and Seconded, Dave Stuart that the minutes of the 2018 AGM 

be accepted as a true record of the meeting. All in favour. 

 

Derek Priestley asked why no IOM Northern Open Championship had been held in 2019. 

John Tushingham explained it had been cancelled due to a clash with a Laser Event. 

 

3. Reports. 

 

Chairman. 

Derek Priestley offered his report as follows. 

Again I can report to you that we have a thriving district with a diverse range of clubs 
sailing/racing a large variety of boats covering the complete range of MYA classes from 
DF65 & RG65’s to vane & radio A’s 
  
At last year’s AGM all the committee agreed to stay in their offices but our Webmaster 

Simon Robinson, gave notice that this was to be his last year, so we need a replacement 

for him at least.  

ACERSAIL, the MYA club & individual skippers league analysis, shows that we were overall 

2nd district with clubs in 1st 2nd & 9th positions, and individuals in 2, 3, & 9. These results 

are from 8 districts, 78 clubs & 452 skippers who have entered at least 1 counting race 

throughout the country. Whilst not as successful as last year on the National front we still 

have 6 National winners in the Vane & Radio A, DF95, Laser, IOM & Marblehead classes. 

We had 2 big National events this year, the combined 10r & M Nationals test event for 

next year’s Worlds at WKSC, and the combined vane & radio “8 days of  A’s “ at Fleetwood. 

Both events were remarkable for the same reason. The amazing distance walked by the 

competitors!!  At WKSC on the first day 20,000 steps were recorded, some 14 miles by one 

competitor. And at Fleetwood sailing A class for 6 days, many, many more miles were 

covered.  

I thought that last year we agreed to try again to hold a one-day IOM district 

championship, but it seems to have got lost somewhere & it didn’t happen!  So I suggest 

that we try again next year. 



A major success from this year is the flow of information to members. I’m sure you’ve read 

from Simon’s regular reports, there’s a lot going on at all our clubs. From the WLYC 

Laser/df65 winter series from Jan to March, Craig Raistrick series at Rotherham, 

Birkenhead’s sat open winter IOM series Fleetwood’s Twixmas regatta & our district IOM 

winter series resurrected after several years. 

If you’ve enjoyed, as I have, reading our district news dropping into your inbox, then 

someone must STEP UP and take on the position of webmaster in order that this news will 

continue to be broadcast to us all. 

Looking forward…….lots planned for next year.  From the WKSC  10r & Marblehead 

Worlds, to the DF95 & IOM Nationals at Fleetwood, & the RG65 & 10r Nationals at 

Keighley. Plus a classic & vintage Marblehead weekend at Fleetwood and J class at 

Rotherham AND various open meetings for all classes spread around the district from 

Newcastle in the north east to Abersoch in the south west there really is something for 

everyone in this busy district of ours. 

So once again I can report that our district is in very good shape. 

Chairman asked “do we worry too much about attendances at open meetings”  

Discussion took place and various reasons where put forward but in summary it was agreed 

that the MYA offers high quality racing and those who wish to travel and enter will do so. 

We should not worry too much about it. 

 

Peter Thorpe highlighted restrictions being put on model plane fliers and expressed concern 

that this could overflow onto model yachting clubs. It was felt that this was unlikely at the 

moment. 

 

District Councillor 

Peter Baldwin offered his report as follows. 

 

1 Participation in Council  

This has been my second full year as District Councillor, during which I attended two out of 

the three Council meetings and participated in all the online Forum based meetings that 

have been held.  

 

2 Membership in the District  

There are currently (end of October 2019) 329 Full and 6 Junior members in the Northern 

District This compares with 315 Full and 7 Junior in 2018, an increase of 14 full members or 

3% within the District.  MYA membership for the UK is up approximately 6% over 2018 (one 

of the larger increases in recent years) and one that Council aims to continue in the future 

through both clubs and UK wide promotion of the sport by the MYA.  

 

3 Council Reports  

For each Council meeting I have been producing a District report after requesting input 

from clubs.  I normally receive input from about 5 or 6 clubs, but additional responses are 

always welcomed.  

  

The current Council continues to be open and transparent with its meetings and decisions 

and as a result, all members can see Council minutes and reports from all Officers and 



Councillors.  These are all available on the MYA Website, located under the MYA Internal 

Tab and then following the links to Association Documents, AGM and Council Meeting 

Documents.    

  

This year’s Suppliers event and AGM is being held on Saturday 30th November at Datchet 

Water Sailing Club (a short distance from the M4 and M25).  Unfortunately this year I will 

be away on holiday on that day and so cannot attend.  It is worth attending if you can to 

learn more about how your association operates and its intentions for the future.  

4 Major Events in the District 2019  

IOM Winter Series of 6 Events (5 sailed) 10R and M Nationals @ West Kirby in July A & RA 

Nationals @ Fleetwood in July Laser Nationals @ Fleetwood in September 36 Nationals @ 

Birkenhead in April DF TT @ West Lancs. in February DF TT @ Birkenhead in April DF TT @ 

Keighley in July DF TT Finals @ Fleetwood in October RG65 TT @ Keighley in July (2 days) 

Unfortunately no district championships have taken place during the Summer/Autumn for 

the DF65 or IOM.    

5 Major Events in the District for 2020  

As with 2019, there are a good number of major events being run by clubs in the Northern 

District in 2020.  Perhaps one of the biggest is the 10R and Marblehead World 

Championships which is being organised by Birkenhead RS & PC.  This takes place at West 

Kirby between the 9th and 19th June 2020.  If you would like to be involved as a volunteer 

at either (or both) events, please register your interest on the event website 

https://www.westkirbyworlds2020.co.uk/. I will be PRO for the event and fortunate to be 

assisted by Derek (and many others).  

  

The other events known about to date are IOM Winter Series planned DF TT @ West Lancs. 

in February DF TT @ Keighley in July DF95 Nationals @ Fleetwood in September DF TT 

(Finals) @ Birkenhead in October IOM Nationals @ Fleetwood in August Marblehead 

Ranking @ Fleetwood in May RG65 TT @ Birkenhead in April RG65 Nationals @ Keighley in 

July 

 

Peter Baldwin mentioned the district budget of £600 available to clubs for the benefit of the 

area. This had not been spent this year and would not be carried forward to next year. 

John Tushingham said a trophy is required for the IOM Winter Series; Derek Priestley replied 

he has the trophy. 

Derek suggested we could hold various seminars in the region to be funded by the district 

budget. The general thought was that the people who turn up to seminars are not those 

who are targeted. 

David Foster asked if the budget had been spent in other areas. 

 

Damian Ackroyd suggested we could buy measurement weights for the district and possibly 

scales. 

Roy Stevens stated we need measuring equipment for open meetings 

Peter Baldwin suggested a measurers seminar to bring existing measures up to date and 

possible train new measurers. 

Derek Priestley was concerned we would not get people to attend. 

 

Davis Foster asked if the southern clubs have had increases in membership and is a 

breakdown available nationally. 



Peter Baldwin suggested it was a general increase. 

It was agreed that, to get accurate class figures, clubs must update their figures on the 

website. 

Derek Priestley said increases in membership was probably fuelled by new classes, in 

particular DF65 and 95s. 

 

David Foster asked if suppliers advertise the MYA to purchasers. John Tushingham stated 

that RC Yachts send out various leaflets with new boats. 

 

John Tushingham stated that several dinghy clubs have branched out into RC Yachts, but 

some are not MYA affiliated. 

 

Secretary 

Paul Rudkin explained that he had no report to give as his only involvement this year had 

been the AGM and all members had seen all information. 

 

Publicity and Web Master 

Simon Robinson was not in attendance, so Paul Rudkin read out his report to the meeting 

which was as follows. 

 

Firstly can I apologise for not being able to make it to the meeting – circumstances a bit 

beyond my control. Secondly I am aware that I have not been so active as in the previous 

year – I probably got a bit too occupied with renovating a 40-year-old keelboat.   The 

Website has slowly been improved by Austin, and over the year we also changed our email 

supplier to Mailchimp, which I found easier to use than the previous supplier and it is also 

free. I have been trying to put any new event or news item in both the website and as part 

of a newsletter.  I have also tried to remind members of upcoming events, though where 

there is a regular Open Series I only remind from time to time.  Obviously any information 

that a club wants broadcasting is best for me if it comes earlier than a couple of days 

beforehand. Some clubs have been very energetic in sending me updates of what is going 

on at their club, others I never hear from.  I obviously appreciate the ones who send me 

lots of info, even though I may not use it. I am very much aware that you are in danger of 

getting blasted with the same information from several different sources, for example the 

main MYA site, the Class site, their club site and from the ND site could all send you the 

same info.  I’m not sure what the solution to this is, but I feel it would help if we were all 

able to know where the appropriate location is to look for that information. One of the 

parts of the job I have enjoyed most is getting to know, and in some cases working with 

people from different clubs.  That has been a pleasure.  Most of you will probably realise 

that I do intend to resign, to take effect at this meeting.   I will though not leave the new 

incumbent in the lurch and will try to do a phased changeover if that is possible and suits 

the new officer.  I’m guessing I will be one of the members who is sending in articles to the 

new Publicity / Website officer from time to time.  Thanks for all your support and help 

over the last 2 years Simon Robinson 

 

A vote of thanks was to be sent to Simon Robinson for his work over the past two years. 

 

 

 



Senior Measurer. 

Damian Ackroyd reported there was one new measurer in the region this year. He had a few 

phone calls with questions. Progress on the measuring side had been frustrating.  

Roy Stevens asked in measurers could be put on the website. 

David Foster stated they had no measurers in their club. Roy Stevens suggested they get 

someone trained. 

Derek Priestley suggested we could have a central measuring location with equipment that 

any measurer could come and use. 

 

4. Appointment of Officers. 

There is a vacancy for a Publicity and Web Master. There has been no nominations for the 

post. No nominations were forthcoming from the meeting, so the position remains vacant. 

Damian Ackroyd offered to send out necessary emails and will liaise with Simon Robinson. 

 

Rob Walsh has stood down from the position of Racing Secretary and Derek Priestley wished 

to pass on thanks for his past efforts. 

 

Proposed Dave Stewart seconded Gary Parkin that John Tushingham be appointed Racing 

Secretary. Approved. 

 

The Chairman, Councillor, Secretary and Senior Manager were all willing to continue and as 

no other nominations had ben received they were all re appointed. 

 

Paul Rudkin to ask again for nominations for the post of Publicity, Webmaster. 

 

5. Spending the District Budget. 

This item had been covered in the Councillors Report. 

 

6. MYA Northern District Specific Events. 

John Tushingham passed round the list of dates and locations of the Northern District IOM 

Winter Series. 

Results of these events are to be sent to Norman Rowley who has volunteered to coordinate 

them. 

John Tushingham reported that the Jubilee Cup had become, over the past few years, more 

and more difficult to hold. 

The proposal is to combine it with an IOM Summer Series. There will be as before, a team 

and individual trophy combined with the normal open meeting. 

John will liaise with Sam Gill as to exact details of how it will work. Dates could be Saturday 

or mid- week to avoid clashes with Sunday racing. 

Paul Rudkin offered to create a Northern District Calendar of open events if clubs would 

send him the information. 

 

It was noted it is difficult to coordinate all events around the large number of National 

events. 

 

The proposal to hold measurement seminars will be held over until confirmation of a new 

Technical Secretary. 

 



Paul Rudkin felt that it was better to hold training sessions before racing rather that 

seminars which don’t necessarily attract the right people. Askern RSC has had some success 

with this. 

 

It was suggested that information should be published on how to register boats and how to 

enter open meetings. 

 

7. Possible Seminars in the Northern District. 

This item had been covered adequately previously in the meeting. 

 

8. A.O.B. 

Derek Priestley brought up the subject of District trophies. It seems obvious many have gone 

missing for various reasons. 

Derek has the Markham Trophy for the IOM Winter Series and the ND Vane trophy is still 

available. 

There is no up to date list of available trophies. 

 

The Racing Secretary will provide a list of trophy winners for the AGM so there is a record of 

who has what.  

It was suggested that winners should sign for the trophies they receive but no suggestion as 

to who would do this and how it would be coordinated. 

 

9. Date and Location of the AGM 2020. 

To be hosted by Askern RSC at the Blue Lagoon, Womersley on Saturday 14th November 

2020. 

The meeting closed at 15.40pm. 

 

 

 

 

 


