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On becoming a Measurer
Good measurement ensures that our 
boats race together fairly, which is 
very important at all levels of the sport. 
Without measurers there would be little 
control of design in our popular classes 
and we would fi nd ourselves competing 
with boats which have advantages 
outside the class rules. So, if we are to 
have a level playing fi eld the role of the 
measurer is vital.

 The sport is short of accredited 
measurers in some areas and getting 
a boat measured may mean a good 
deal of travelling and expense for a 
new owner. The solution is, of course, 
for every club to have a measurer (or 
two from choice) to measure the local 
boats. Many established 
clubs do have their 
own measurers and the 
equipment needed to do 
the job, but particularly 
in new clubs, this is often 
not the case. 

So what does it take to 
become a measurer? How 
is a measurer accredited? 
And is measuring a 
daunting task? Since the 
answer to the last question 
is emphatically NO, we can 
have a look at the other two.

How the 
system works
The system works like this. The 
Technical Secretary of the MYA is 
responsible overall for accrediting 
Offi cial Measurers on behalf of the 
RYA. See the ISAF Equipment Rules of 
Sailing (ERS) for the defi nition of Offi cial 
Measurer (OM). Each District has a 
District Senior Measurer (DSM) and a 
club may have one or more accredited 
Offi cial Measurers. At club level a 
measurer may specialise in a particular 
class, or extend accreditation to cover 
more than one class. 

A measurer accredited in one of the 
International Classes is qualifi ed to 
measure sails in other classes which 
use identical measurements methods - 
for example the A class, Marbleheads 
and IOMs share a common sail 
measurement system. See the ISAF 
Sail Measurement Guide and the ERS.

What does it 
take to become a 
measurer?
Any club member may apply to become 
a measurer. Generally speaking the 
qualifi cations are fi rstly an enthusiasm 
for the class and for the sport. 
Experience is important but is not vital. 
A good clear head for getting fi gures 
on paper and the ability to handle 
measuring instruments accurately 
is essential – the job often suits 
members with engineering or design 

backgrounds – and 
a good deal of fi rmness coupled with a 
measure of tact is often needed. And 
of course a measurer is likely to be 
committed to the sport in the 
longer term.

Is measuring very 
complicated?
Yes and no. In some classes 
measurement is very simple – the 
36” is a case in point where very few 
measurements are needed and a boat 
may be measured in a few minutes. 
In other classes like the IOM the boat 
and rig measurement forms may 
cover several pages because tight 
control of rig limitations and many 
dimensions required. However for the 
Marblehead, patterns and jigs are used 
to simplify the work of the measurer. 
The A class requires both a tank and 
a dry measuring jig and there are only 
a few clubs with this equipment. In all 

cases measurement is really a matter 
of following a routine set out on the 
measurement forms.

Is a measurer paid?
In one’s home club the answer is 
generally no. Measurement is regarded 
as a service to other club members and 
good for the sport. Should a skipper 
need to travel to another club to get 
measurement the answer may be yes, 
although there is no hard and fast rule. 
In this case it might be local practice to 
charge an incoming skipper a fee which 
is then shared between the measurer 
and the club – a fee which might 
perhaps encourage the visiting skipper 
to join that club!

How to go about it
An Offi cial Measurers accreditation 
form may be downloaded from the 
web site (see below) - and is then 
sent to the MYA Technical Secretary 
(currently, 2009, Roger Stollery) 
preferably by email or by post. The 
TS will then send a copy to the 
District Senior Measurer (DSM), who 
will take soundings at club level 
about the suitability of the applicant. 
If this sounds a little intrusive it 
should not, because the DSM needs 
to get to know his team. If the DSM 

is satisfi ed that the proposed measurer 
is acceptable and has or can get the 
appropriate hands-on training from 
an experienced OM or DSM, he will 
inform the TS and relevant registrar or 
registrars. The TS then signs the OM 
accreditation form and posts it to 
the OM. 

On the job training 
Many potential OMs have already 
been in attendance when their boats 
have been measured, so perhaps 
the best way of making a start is to 
assist an already accredited measurer 
measuring a club boat. He or she will 
have to gather the relevant paperwork, 
ISAF ERS, RRS, Sail Measurement 
Guide, Class Rules, Interpretations, 
Measurement Forms etc from the MYA 
website links. The experienced OM will 
pass on the practical methods, which 
may include measurement in a suitable 
jig or tank and will have the opportunity 
to guide the newcomer. The new 
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measurer may also be invited to district 
seminars or one to one measurement 
sessions organised by the DSM for 
new club without any existing club 
measurers. 

Accreditation
The newly accredited measurer will be 
able to measure the chosen class boats 
in the home club or elsewhere. It may 
be that a measurer wishes to add to the 
classes he or she measures and to do 
so another accreditation form with the 
additional classes ringed is required to 
go through the same process.

Is there an 
examination, and 
what about updates?
There is no examination. If the DSM 
is satisfied that the measurer can 
handling the job in a practical way 
then accreditation will be issued. 
The accreditation does not have to 
be renewed periodically, but OMs 
are required to inform the MYA 
TS of changes of e-mail address, 
phone numbers etc in order to stay 
accredited. The measurer is expected 
to keep up to date with the changes 
in the rules of the class he or she is 
handling, but occasional newsletters 
keep all OMs informed of class rule 
changes, interpretations etc as 
necessary.

So is it all worth it?
Absolutely! A measurer has a wonderful 
insight into developments in his or her 
chosen class, comes to understand 
design parameters so much better, and 
is, frankly, an important and respected 
figure in any model yacht club. 

Information
Official Measurers accreditation form.
Download the application form from the 
MYA web site by following these links:
www.mya-uk.org.uk – Members’ 
Area – Document Library – Technical 
Documents – MYA Documents – 
Official Measurer’s Accreditation 
Form. A .pdf of the form may now be 
downloaded, should be filled in and 
sent to the MYA Technical Secretary, 
for preference by email, but ordinary 
postal mail is acceptable.


