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1950’s 
By the 1950s the Model Yachting 
Association was a leading national 
organisation with about 25 clubs active 
in developing and promoting the sport 
both at home and abroad. Racing in 
the 1950s was still carried out with 
Braine or vane steering gear, mainly 
on purpose built concrete edged lakes 
with adjacent clubhouses to store 
magnificent 6 foot long 10 rater and 
‘A’ class yachts. Travelling was not 
easy because few people had cars. 
It was expensive to travel to National 
Championships with these big boats, 
to the point where it was suggested 

that there should be 

district qualifiers for these events, with 
rail fares for top qualifiers to be paid for 
from district funds.

Four groups 
contributed to growth
There were four groups of model yacht 
sailors who have contributed to the 
progress of the Association. First, the 
designers with creative minds have 
always been pushing the boundaries of 
knowledge, able to experiment quickly 
and cheaply with new ideas to improve 
the breed. Most importantly they have 
been able to test those ideas against 

the very best of earlier designs still 
vying for supremacy in the toughest of 
competitions. Generally model yacht 
designs were well ahead of full size 
yacht design, which is notoriously 
conservative. 

 Builders made high quality 
machines using the latest technology of 
their age. Without them there would be 
only a few boats racing, because not 
everyone could build their own. 

The Association’s progress relied 
on the efforts and enthusiasm of the 
organisers, club officials, district 
organisers and the few who gave much 
of their time to the national council, 
setting up the fixtures, class and sailing 
rules and much more. 

Finally, there were a number of 
model yacht sailors who were not 
necessarily part of the working of the 
Association, but who were nevertheless 
vital to its progress. These are the 
magazine editors who had a big 
influence in publicising the sport.  

The late Vic Smeed did a fantastic job 
over 3 decades publishing articles in 
Model Maker/Model Boats about the 
latest designs, designing simple class 
boats that were starter boats that could 
be built by the DIY enthusiast and loads 
of reports and comments on the  
racing scene. 

Chris Jackson, slightly closer to 
the competitive scene, produced 
a marvellous record of the sport in 
his Model Yachting News from 1980 
to 96 highlighting the ingenuity and 
inventiveness of model yachtsmen. 
Then he edited Marine Modellling 
International to reach a wider public 
and still provides the model yachting 
link with that magazine. Keen racer, 
Peter Spence, provided the radio 
sailing link to Yachts and Yachting and 
regular reports in Clubs and Classes 
helped to reach the world of dinghy 
racing, which is a vital source of new 
recruits. Sadly the change of Y&Y 
management has removed that link. 
The MYA’s Acquaint magazine has 
been a constant source of information 
since the first editions in the 1970s and 
great strides were made to improve the 
presentation and content by editors 
Mike Clifton, Steve Poole and current, 
editor Charles Smith.

Competition  
– and the search  
for new ideas
Interest in the sport was not just about 
competing with fellow enthusiasts, 
but trying out new ideas, developing 
designs for hulls, keels and rigs to 
improve the breed and to have fun 
doing it. Models are traditionally 
designed to development class rules 
allowing a freedom to experiment, 
which in an age of increasing uniformity 
was much appreciated. The sport has 
always been relatively small, but fierce 
competition produced a constant high 
standard of performance in a friendly 
and genuinely sporting environment, 
not distorted by the money that has 
ruined many other sports. Whilst 
progress compared to that in the USA 
was relatively slow immediately after 
WW11, with wooden hulls, cotton sails, 
relatively inefficient steering gears, 
the 1950’s was to see the beginning 
of changes in materials, transport and 
thinking that was to revolutionise the 
sport in the following decades.

The Post War Years
Roger Stollery now takes up the story, looking at the development of 
model yachting immediately after WWII, and its later development as 

design embraces new materials and cames to terms with the  
radio revolution.

Dick Priest with “Tornado”.
This boat was runner-up in the 1953 
Championship and the winner in 1955

Top left: Chris Jackson
Top right: Vic Smeed 
Lower right:  
Peter Spence
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New materials  
above and below  
the waterline
Replacing cotton sails by impervious 
varnished terylene, allowed greater 
power to be developed from a given 
sail area. The vane steering gear was 
being perfected, giving more positive 
steering off the wind and allowing 
bigger spinnakers to be set. As a result, 
yachts whose sail area was limited 
by class rating rules became longer, 
heavier and faster driven by smaller sail 
areas. Whilst ‘A’ boats just got bigger, 
10 raters with no height limit developed 
tall, narrow rigs for even more 
efficiency producing longer hull length. 
The added length resulted in greater 
speed, particularly at open exposed 
lakes where championships were most 
often held. 

10 rater racing saw the wildest ideas 
from copies of Uffa Fox’s Flying 15 
with a lightweight bulb keel, to more 
balanced long waterline narrow shapes. 
John Lewis put twin slab keels onto 
his elegant 54” and 60” LWL hulls, 

whilst Dick Priest’s ‘Tornado’ had a 
60” LWL and at only 27lbs pre-empted 
lightweight developments a decade 
later by winning the 1955 nationals. 
In the ‘A’ class Dick also developed 
the lighter end of the generally heavy 
weight designs with his ‘Highlander’, 
which is still in use today. It is a 

fine example of narrow, minimum 
displacement without penalty, built by 
master wood carver Arthur Levingston.

The Marblehead 
The Marblehead class was very 
popular in the USA, because it was 
created in 1932 with a length limit of 
50” to fit across the back seat of a 
family car. Thanks to Roy Clough of the 
Marblehead MYC the class became 
popular here too. Younger sailors were 
attracted by the ease of transport. 

Simple plywood chine plans and 
other designs were published by Model 
Maker magazine. Editor, Vic Smeed had 
a great hand in this, regularly publishing 
plans with articles describing the latest 
thinking on yacht design. The magazine 
even set up a special event for 
Marbleheads, giving the Model Maker 
trophy for novices who had not won a 
national championship. Development in 
this country was way behind the USA, 
but also led to heavier designs and the 
start of development into taller narrow 
rigs, making the most of the limited  
sail area.

1960’s and the  
design revolution
This decade saw the biggest revolution 
in the advancement of design and 
availability of model yachts, but not 
until the advancing weight and size had 
reached its peak in the mid-1960’s. 
In 1961 the Met and Southern District 
Marblehead Championship was won  
by a 25lb Braine steered ‘Evaine’  
sailed by Bob Burton in fluky  
reaching conditions.

Again it was the availability of better 
materials together with increasing 
car ownership that brought about the 
change of development and class 
emphasis. The ease of transport made 
the Marblehead the most popular class 
and it was in this class that younger 
designers were to halt the weight 
increase, reverse it and develop far 
superior sailing boats. 

A combination of light moulded 
GRP hulls, Tufnol fins, bulb keels 
and better structural design cut the 
average Marblehead weight from 22 
to 16 pounds in just a few years. Bulb 
keels, long forgotten from their use 

on narrow ‘1730’ class boats and late 
19th century 10 raters gave narrower 
hulls more stability, because the ballast 
was right at the bottom of the keel 
taking the centre of gravity further 
away from the hull. It also created less 
drag than the heavier, wider boats 
with slab sided keels. For the first time 
these lightweight Marbleheads were 
able to plane on a reach, something 
that the average heavy 10 rater 
and ‘A’ boats could not do. Roger 
Stollery’s narrow 9”, 19lb ‘Brandysnap’ 
design, inspired by Stan Witty’s many 
Marblehead designs, and ‘Vega’ in 
particular, featured in 1962 Model 

Boats magazine, was updated with a 
bulb keel, so that Roger’s sister could 
keep up with his later wider designs. 
Brandysnap’s won the National 
Championship at Poole in 1964 in 
strong reaching winds and set off a 
revolution in lightweight design.

As a student architect in 
collaboration with GRP expert Ray 
Blick, Roger developed egg shaped 
monocoque glassfibre hull shells, 
simply glued together, made home 
building easier and half the price 
of professionally planked or carved 
hulls. Instead of bolting the keel to 
the bottom of the hull and building 
heavy frames to support the heavy 
loads, these were shared by the fin as 
a simple beam between the deck and 
hull shells. This better structural design 
saved lots of weight, which could either 
make the whole boat lighter or be 
added to the ballast bulb to make the 
boat more stable. The first boat from 
this Guildford partnership was the 28lb 

John Lewis and his  
beautiful 10r “Herald”

Marblehead  
“Brandysnap” in 1964
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10 rater ‘ Warlord ‘, which with a large 
wing mast won the 1966 Nationals. 
In the strong winds on the first day it 
sailed to windward up the Fleetwood 
lake with no sails. MYA banned it 
immediately, prior to International rules 

for the proper measurement of sail 
area being completely changed. This 
was happening at a time when full size 
ocean racers still had full keels with the 
rudder hung on the back of them!

By the end of the 1960’s the most 
advanced Marblehead designs 
displaced 12 pounds or half the weight 
of the heaviest design, ‘Bewitched’, 
unusually heavy for Dick Priest, was 
published in a 1963 Model Maker. Also 
in search of more efficiency, very tall 
80”- 85”narrow rigs like glider wings 
were developed at Clapham MYC by 
Bob Burton and group of young lads 
including Chris Dicks, who won the 

1960 Nationals at Dovercourt with his 
famous ‘Witchcraft’ ‘Tinpot’ at the age 
of 17. This development came to an 
abrupt halt once a 100” high rig was 
tried by Fred Shepherd of the Guildford 
club and was found to be devastatingly 
quick in very light airs at a big race at 
Hove; 85” soon became a new hoist 
restriction! 

Changes in the 10 
Raters and the A Class
10 raters got longer. Long, lightweight 
bulb keelers reached incredible 
speeds that made them great fun to 
sail. Displacements dropped from 
well over 30 lb to an average of 20 
lb whilst waterline length increased 
from 55 inches to a maximum of 65 
inches. These advances took longer 
to penetrate the ‘A’ class where weight 
is a factor in the rating rule which 
determines sail area. Apart from the 
notable win of the YM cup in strong 
winds, by Kai Ipsen’s ‘Fascination’, 
it was not until the early 1970’s that 
lightweight designs showed the way to 
go. It was a very exciting decade.

The ‘A’ boat furore 
All three bulb keeled ‘A’ boats 
launched in 1967 finished in the middle 
of the championship fleet and the 
traditionalists, of which there were 
many in this particular class, had a 
good laugh at these failures. The other 
bulb keelers , 44lb ‘Projectile’, 52lb 
round sectioned ‘Dambuster’ were not 
as good as ‘Fascination’, but helped 
to fashion Roger Stollery’s 36lb round 
sectioned ‘Clockwork Orange’ in 
1972 and the traditionalists hated the 
‘Clockwork Orange’, initially banning its 
double luff sails as used without query 

on ‘Dambuster’, 
then changing 
the rule to 
ban its wing 
mast and its 
easily made 
round section 
shape. This 

prevented Roger from racing CWO 
in the 1975 ‘A’ World Championship. 
However heavyweight boats became 
uncompetitive and the more easily 
handled lightweights prospered and 
were much enjoyed, as they were more 
easily handled in and out of the water.

Roger concentrated his efforts on 
his ‘Bloodaxe’ design for the 1975 
Marblehead World Championship and 
scored 205 points out of 210, a record 
that will probably never be beaten, with 
Alex Austin’s ‘Bloodaxe’ in second 
place with 192.  

The last last laugh was on 

Roger, when Alex Austin then borrowed 
the grandfathered ‘Clockwork Orange’ 
with a conventional round mast and 
won the 1976 national championship in 
light conditions.

The most unfortunate result of that 
rule change is that it produces boats 
that look far uglier than the rather 
slippery sculptural shape and was not 
admired by the objecting traditionalists. 
Not only that but the structural shape 
that it promotes is not very sound and 
several boats have broken in half on 
impact with the bank because of a lack 
of a compression member at the  
deck level.

Despite these minor construction 
problems good ‘A’ class designs have 
a long life and ‘Lollipop’, a 1970s 
development of ‘Clockwork Orange’ 
is still competitive today and in its 
shortened LWL radio version ‘Sweet 
Smile’ developed by Peter Wiles 
it is the current radio ‘A’ National 
Champion.

“Warlord” with its  
wing mast sailing at Fleetwood

“Tinpot” Chris Dicks famous  
Priest designed “Witchcraft”.  

Winner of 4 National Championships

“Clockwork Orange”  
first successful lightweight A boat  

in 1971 planing flat out at Fleetwood

“Bloodaxe” at speed
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1970’s and the radio 
control revolution
The 1970’s were exciting too, not just 
because the designs and construction 
methods developed to take advantage 
of the new materials to make building 
easier, with features like metal 
reinforced moulded fins and rudders, 
but because advances in radio control 
opened up a completely new form of 
the sport. This change, with the need 
now to organise two forms of the 
sport, was handled very well by the 
MYA Council under Frank Jennings, 
who was the chairman during the 
decade. A great disciplinarian, he 
always summed up any debate with 
brevity and clarity, without any bias 
and allowed the change to develop 
naturally without any of the new ideas 
diminishing the free sailing under vane. 
Norman Hatfield was appointed as 
the new officer to manage the radio 
interest and a radio subcommittee 
was set up with experienced radio ‘A’ 
class sailors together with the new 
blood sailing Marbleheads, including 
winch manufacturer Dave Andrews of 
‘Whirlwind’ fame.

Reliable lightweight 
radio gear
Since WWII, radio control had been 
used in a limited way in ‘A’ boats 
because these could accommodate the 
large size and weight of the batteries 
and gear. However the availability of 
cheap reliable lightweight Japanese 
radio gear allowed it to be used in 
smaller models like the Marblehead. Its 
popularity spread fast with new clubs 
sprouting up in lots of new venues, 
new sailors, designers and builders 
like Oliver Lee and Squire Kay coming 
from model aircraft and dinghy sailing 
backgrounds. Sail makers and kit 
builders like Sails etc, David Creed and 
others, multiplied to satisfy the demand 
for radio Marbleheads and 10 raters. 
In this decade the number of MYA 
affiliated clubs rose from 38 to over 60.

Radio racing in action
Early radio racing, just after the war, 

was initially limited to just 2 boats and 
even at the start of radio Marblehead 
racing in the mid 1970s it was 
‘adventurous’ to put 6 boats on the 
water at once! A ‘perfect schedule’ 
system of racing was developed with 
the idea that, like vane racing, every 
skipper raced all the others by the end 
of the event. It had groups of boats 
selected to race and with 6 boat racing 
this gave each skipper only 6 races in 
a complete schedule and these were in 
blocks of several races following each 
other with very long gaps off the water. 

The development of 
fleet racing in the 70s
The perfect schedule was limited to 
31 boats, so it was embarrassing if 
the entry numbers were greater. At the 

end of the 1970’s different heat racing 
ideas were developed at Fleetwood 
and Guildford where sailors were 
on the water more often and sailed 
more against competitors of the same 
standard.

Initially only 12 frequencies on the 
27Mhz band were available for surface 
models, but when 36 frequencies on 
the 40Mhz band also became available 
in the 1980s, heat sizes grew and it was 
more like full size racing with a bigger 
number of boats and more time on 
the water. This allowed bigger entries 
to championships. However it took 
many years of experiment, into the 

1990s, to work out fair ways of moving 
competitors between heats at the 
end of each race and allow an equal 
opportunity for skippers starting in any 
heat to win a race. The MYA organised 
lots of big events in several classes and 
so were able to lead the development 
of heat racing, which became adopted 
internationally.

Radio racing brings 
design changes
There was a big change in design 
thinking with this form of racing. In 
vane racing, boats were bound to come 
ashore at any point around the lake 
and this limited draught to about 15 
inches on most lakes. In radio racing 
the action is out in the middle of the 
lake where it was deeper, so designs 
were developed with less displacement 
and deeper draught. Marbleheads were 
2 or 3 inches deeper, down to about 18 
inches and an equivalent amount less 
weight, down to about 14 lb. Initially the 
leading designers were Dave Waugh 
from the New Forest club, who won the 
first two national championships and 
Dave Hollom from Leeds and Bradford, 
who won in 1977. 

Winch design 
improves greatly
As well as these two designer/builders 
there emerged from the model aircraft 
world a very bright radio control 
engineer and cool sailor. Not only did 
Barry Jackson develop a very clever 
and reliable winch, which helped to 
control many of the new boats being 
built, but he also went on to win two 
World Championships, having won 
the 1978 National Championship and 
another in 1982. His winch, based on a 
Futaba servo, is still in use today.

10-raters change 
dramatically
There was more dramatic change in 
the 10-rater class because it was not 
practical to use spinnakers. Without 
this powerful downwind sail the 
average vane 10 rater at 60” on the 

In the first radio 
Marblehead nationals 

run by Guildford 
MYC at Elstead Moat 
in 1974, John Cleave 
actually went to the 

cinema in neighbouring 
Farnham in the gap 

between his races!

Acquaint © MYA Mar 2010 Issue 1
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waterline was underpowered offwind 
as a radio boat. A whole new set of 
designs was created with shorter 
waterlines in the order of 50” to suit 
the new form of racing. Later it was 
realised that this allowed Marblehead 
hulls with big rigs to compete in the 
class, boosting the numbers at open, 
District and National Championships.

Rig developments
The lack of spinnakers led designers 
to experiment with forms of rig that 
differed from the conventional equal 
boom jib and mainsail configurations. 
Simple Una rigs (just the mainsail) 
allowed all the area to be effective 
all the time avoiding the problem of 
the jib flapping about in the transfer 
from running to reaching courses. It 
was very good in light airs and the 
top UK boat, finishing third in the first 
Marblehead World Championship in 
1975 with a modified ‘Bloodaxe’ was 
powered by a simple fixed mast Una 
rig. 

However there was major problem 
with control and nose diving with 
the downward forces from the sail 
depressing the bow when heeled off 
wind, as the mast was so far forward 
in the boat. The Swing Rig, where the 
jib is supported on an extension of 
the mainboom forward of the mast 
solved this, and brought the depressing 
heeling forces back over the centre of 
buoyancy. The balance of areas either 
side of the mast, 1/3 jib to 2/3 main, 
had the advantage of reducing winch 
loads, removing standing rigging, 
allowing smaller batteries, lighter 
displacement and so on. 

A rig for the  
revitalised 36 class
Another balanced solution was 
developed by Eric Nuttall and was used 
on Dave Hollom’s converted lightweight 
36 inch ‘Jiminy Cricket’ to become the 
‘Mickey Finn’ one-design. This had 
a rotating mast una rig with the mast 
bent where it went into the mast tube 
in the deck, which was angled from the 
deck forwards. With the sheets eased 
the mast would lean over to windward 
and the centre of effort would always 
remain directly above the boat’s 

centreline. The balance of rig forces 
reduced the sheeting load and allowed 
this to be pulled in by a standard servo, 
which kept the costs down. 

Another similarly balanced Una rig 
with the mast pivot 1/3 the way along 
the boom was developed by Graham 
Bantock and became popular in the 
revitalised 36” class in the early 1980’s.

The 1980s and new 
reinforcing materials
The 1980’s saw more design 
development as a result of better 
materials and the Marblehead was the 
first to benefit from the use of carbon 
fibre, initially from smaller, lighter and 
stiffer spars. Cantilevered Swing Rigs 
benefited as they needed no shrouds or 
other stays fixed to the boat and rigging 
a boat was very simple indeed, just a 
matter of putting the rig in a tube in the 
deck and connecting the sheet! This 
simple rig made it easy for the young 
and newcomers to set up and keep the 
best sail trims for use next time without 
starting to replicate rigging tensions 
from scratch each time.

Lighter hulls could be made with 
the new reinforcing fibres, carbon 
and Kevlar, allowing better, lighter 
displacement designs. The great 
stiffness created with carbon fibres 
made moulded fins thinner with 
less drag and deflection. It made 
construction simpler, quicker and 
easier than making timber foils. 
Moulders were also delighted to use 
carbon fibre reinforcement for more 
complex hull shapes as the material is 
soft and lays into ‘corners’ beautifully, 
much more easily than stiffer glass 
fibres, reducing lay-up time. As labour 
is the major and continually increasing 
cost in moulding hulls, the small extra 
cost of the carbon fibre itself pails into 
insignificance and the reduced time 
factor may actually make using  
carbon cheaper!

The International Scene
Interest in radio sailing blossomed 
throughout the world in the 1980s, 
because it was no longer necessary to 
have specially made concrete edged 
lakes to run model sailing events. 
Previously, international events had 

for the most part been organised in 
England, with a few in France, Germany 
and the USA. The small size of the 
Marblehead and ease of transport by 
air allowed events to be held anywhere 
in the world on natural lakes, harbours 
and even on the sea. In this period 
World Championships were held in 
South Africa, Canada and Sweden 
as well as in the traditional European 
model yachting nations. 

The International 
Model Yacht  
Racing Union
MYA members of International Model 
Yacht Racing Union (IMYRU), the world 
ruling body, played a major part in 
getting model yacht racing accepted 
as a legitimate part of the sport of 
sailing. Norman Hatfield, who had been 
a registrar and club secretary followed 
by a decade as MYA chairman worked 
hard as IMYRU chairman for many 
years to remove the commonly held 
belief in the full size sailing world that 
model yachting was just grown men 
playing with toys. 

Radio yachting  
uses the same rules
The radio form of model yacht  
racing uses similar racing rules.  
It was this as well, as John Cleave 
clearly demonstrating model design 
prowess by winning 6 out of 7 races 
at Cowes Week 1984 with his Stollery 
Swing Rigged Bembridge Redwing 
that persuaded his fellow Redwing 

Norman Hatfield,  
tireless worker for the progress  

of model yachting
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sailor, who just happened to be the 
chairman of the Organisation and 

Policy Committee of the 

International Yacht Racing Union, was 
persuaded that our sport deserved 
recognition. The sport needed to be 
unified to achieve this. 

Through Norman’s tireless efforts 
a joint Naviga and IMYRU World 
Championship was held in Berlin in 
1988 to cement that union between the 
two World bodies. NAVIGA competitors 
were from behind the Iron Curtain 
and China. This contributed to IMYRU 
becoming part of the International 
Yacht Racing Union, the world body for 
sailing (now ISAF), as the Radio Sailing 
Division (RSD) in 1990. The racing rules 
for radio boats were included for the 
first time in the 1989-92 IYRU Racing 
Rules of Sailing as Appendix 15. 

Cross border 
communication
This brought about a big change in 
the MYA’s structure because Scotland 
was not recognised by ISAF. It meant 
that the Scottish Model Yachting 
Association needed to merge with the 
Model Yachting Association in order 
that Scottish skippers could compete 
in International events. This had huge 
benefits to both sides of the border as 
Scotland became the sixth district of 
the MYA and provided the opportunity 
for a greater cross-border travel and 
communication.

Other classes  
in the 1980’s

Radio control also revived interest 
in some of the more minor classes, 
like the 36” class; a simple 36 x 9 
x 11 inch box rule from the 1930’s 
with few rig restrictions. Despite the 
restriction of aluminium masts there 
was a lot of development of rigs. Una 
and cantilevered balanced Una rigs 
were tried with Swing rigs being the 
most successful.

The 6 Metre class, based on the 
Edwardian International Metre rule at 
a scale of approximately 1/7th became 
more popular than in its vane steered 
form. 

A ‘classic’ yacht shape with 
overhangs, like a small ‘A’ boat, it was 
favoured for match racing. 

Other interest in the International 
Metre rule came from leading UK 
model yacht designers Priest, Dicks, 
Hollom, Bantock and Stollery together 
with dinghy designer Phil Morrison. 
Under professional yacht designer’s 
Ian Howlett, they were invited to take 
part in Project Acorn, developing 
12 metre designs for the UK’s 1983 
America’s Cup challenge. Eyes were 
opened to the advantages of bulb 
keeled lightweights because some 
model yacht designer’s 12 metres 
at 1/10 scale, including ‘Wake’ and 
‘Imperial’ (which became the ‘A’ 
boat ‘Northern Dancer’) were clearly 
superior to the existing full sized design 
trial horses ‘Lionheart’ and ‘Sverige’ 
built at that scale. Regrettably, despite 
this obvious success, little notice was 
taken by Howlett and Peter De Savoury 
in the design of ‘Victory 83’, which was 

neither lightweight nor bulb keeled. 
Dave Hollom went to develop more 
6 and 12 metre boats one of which, 
Crusader II was built for the 1987 
America’s Cup in Freemantle but not 
used despite being the fastest boat.

Meanwhile on model yachting lakes 
ideas about the perfect ‘A’ boat being 
tested by an increasing number of 
designers, including the great variety a 
good designs from the board of John 
Simpson and also from Martin Dovey, 
Graham Bantock, Dave Hollom, Roger 
Stollery, Peter Wiles and others.

All of this interest in radio sailing 
added to the number of MYA affiliated 
clubs, which had risen from 60 to 69 by 
the end of the decade. 

Growing interest in 
1990’s – the IOM
At the end of the previous decade 
a new semi-development class was 
created, with a Marblehead type boat 
shortened to one metre long with 
lots of restrictions with the idea of 
reducing costs, going back to GRP, 

one design sails and bringing together 
several existing Continental one 
metre rules. This idea was started in 
the UK at Solent MYC, but the rather 
complex class rule that developed 
was masterminded by the Radio 
Sailing Division of International Yacht 
Racing Union, which controlled model 
yachting’s world-wide affairs and the 
IOM - the first-class to adopt as closely 
as possible, the full size IYRU racing 
and measurement rules.

John Cleave’s Bembridge Redwing No: 6

6m’s match racing

IOM Widget 
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The A class 
championships
Interest in the sport flourished 
amazingly, with full size yacht and 
dinghy sailors realising how exciting 
the races were and the fun of sailing 
so many races in a day. As well as the 
thriving smaller classes, interest in 
the radio ‘A’ class was strengthened 
by the first 1993 World Championship 
in Denmark for which new bulb keel 
designs were developed,  

including ‘Northern Dancer’ which won 
the event sailed by Derek Priestley. As 
well as Worlds being held in France, 
USA, Australia, South Africa, New 
Zealand, Malta and Singapore, the MYA 
organised the Marblehead Worlds at 
Fleetwood in 1990. The organisation of 
such events requires the input of a lot 
of different talents. Once again Russell 
Potts, who organised the successful 
Worlds in 1986, along with race 
management and scoring aces, Ian 
Taylor and David Rose were involved 
under the chairmanship of race officer, 
Derek Priestley to run a very successful 
championship.

Marblehead keels changed with 
the use of high modulus carbon 
fibres reducing the chord thickness, 
reducing the drag and allowing 
deeper fins. This removed the need 
to provide form stability from the hull 
sections, which being semi-circular 
minimise the wetted surface and 
so the drag. The narrow, but stable 

boats designed to perform well at 
the Worlds in New York, where light 
airs were expected, became classic 
designs and the ‘model’ for the future 
high performance. Graham Bantock’s 
winning ‘Paradox’ and Roger Stollery’s 
‘Roar Edge’ are still competitive today 
in the right conditions. Good in light 
airs, these narrow Marbleheads also 
gave surprisingly good performances 
in a blow and allowed very even 
racing between different designs, with 
handling and seaworthiness being 
important factors. 

Numbers for boat 
recognition
Perhaps the most important 
development in the appearance of all 
radio racers was the question of boat 
recognition with sail numbers. The 
ISAF RSD’s solution to this problem, 
led by UK engineer, David Coode, 
was to move away from the full-size 
practice of putting the boat’s full 
registration number on the mainsail. 
Instead, just the last 2 digits of that 
number at a much bigger size were 
used on both mainsail and jib. Not only 
did this improve recognition, which 
is vitally important when you want to 
communicate with boats close to yours 
at the windward mark for example, but 
everyone was pleased that you did not 
have to change jib numbers for every 
event, which was the previous practice.

Now we have the 
EORS and HMS
The MYA continued to experiment 
with new ideas for heat racing testing 
them at the big events. The Equal 
Opportunity Racing System (EORS), 
was the major breakthrough. It was 
created by Peter Stollery, and gave 
a skipper in a low heat an equal 
opportunity to win the race by climbing 
up to the next heat and so on until 

sailing in the ‘A’ heat. EORS has been 
modified to become HMS, which was 
adopted by ISAF RSD and which is 
familiar to all who sail in heats.

A growing number  
of UK clubs
The number of UK clubs grew by 
12% to 77 in this decade under the 
chairmanship of ace designer/builder/
sailor/engineer Chris Dicks, another 
good chairman whose guidance was 
always without any spin or bias.  
He was assisted by Henry Farley 
as Secretary, who today remains a 
stalwart of the MYA’s organisation  
in many other fields. 

After the Millennium 
– and the IOM 
In many ways a new approach to 
the sport was emerging. Whilst the 
numbers in the older classes were 
steady, new radio sailors chose the 
smaller classes. The International One 
Metre became the most popular with 
interest increasing throughout the 
world. Apart from those which were 
home made, most were bought as kits 
or complete boats from top skipper/
designer/manufacturers like Graham 
Bantock, Martin Roberts, Peter Wiles 
and many others. (We have featured the 
IOM World Championships to be held 
in the UK in May of this year.  
Turn to page 22. An article on the 
development of the IOM will appear in 
our new issue).

Demand for radio yachts was 
outstripping supply, and ideas had 
to be developed for one designs that 
could fill the gap, be cheaper and more 
available. The RC Laser, basically a 
scaled down dinghy design, used the 
well known brand name for its success, 
whilst the BOTTLE boat, based on the 
best ideas from the ‘Formula One’  
Marblehead; light, narrow with 
high stability to provide amazing 
performance cheaply from  
recycled parts. 

There is a plethora of scaled down 
ocean racers that are easy to put 
together, which do not benefit from the 
advances made in competitive model 
yacht design, but most importantly are 

Derek Priestley,  
1993 RA World Champion  

and current MYA President

Peter Stollery created  
the EORS whilst still  

an ‘A’ level student
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cheap and available. The best  
example is the Micro Magic, which 
has a massive continental following  
and is used by the MYA 

for demonstrations on exhibitions pools 
etc. Others include the Fiesta and  
the Footy.

Conscious that the sport needed 
new blood the MYA set out in 2005 to 
encourage young people to design and 
build their own boats; something small 
enough and simple enough to be part 
of a ‘school’ project, perhaps to be vac 
formed. In conjunction with existing 
Footy Class rule makers in the USA and 
New Zealand, a universal Footy Class 
was devised so that it could be easily 
understood by children.

 It is the most basic box rule where, 
with the exception of the rig, the whole 
boat must fit into a box, a foot by a foot 
by 6 inches. This has attracted new 
people into the sport, both designers 
and scratch builders. Footys are so 
inexpensive that the whole family can 
afford to have one each and have fun 
racing together. The MYA’s initiative has 
now spread to 20 countries with several 
international events and is a welcome 
return to designing and building from 
scratch keeping alive the development 
of new ideas in the search for the  
ideal boat.

A big change  
for the MYA
The new Millennium brought about a 
big change in the MYA’s approach to 
serving its members. One only has to 
look at the standard of presentation 
of the Acquaint over the decade, for 
example, to see the improvement 
started by Mike Clifton, who became 
chairman in 2002. He gathered a really 
good team, including Robert Hobbs 

as publicity officer, a post that had not 
been filled for years. His ‘combined 
strengths’ approach gave support to 
several smaller classes outside the 
four international and two national 
classes, including their events in the 
Yearbook etc. His hard work and 
powerful influence helped to build up 
the Association membership. 

Transformed 
by electronic 
communications
Modern electronic communications 
have transformed the way in which 
the MYA works. Although the MYA 
is an association of clubs it became 
necessary to create a database of 
members, now critical for verifying 
membership, circulation of information, 
access to the ‘knowledge base’ etc. 
Also, when necessary MYA can act 
as a class association, for the IOM for 
example, able to contact only those 
with that particular class ownership. 
New skills have been added to MYA 
Council and we are very lucky as an 
unpaid organisation to have the likes 
of Richard Rowan, Damian Ackroyd 
and David Rose and others to handle 
the increasing complex technology 
to solve new problems that the 
MYA Council has set to improve our 
performance. E-News now provides 
immediate access to events handled 
by Publicity Officer Keith Coxon. We 
have a first class web site, and a forum 
in which members can exchange 
ideas. Under the chairmanship of 
young Peter Stollery the MYA is a 
forward looking organisation using the 
website as an increasing useful tool for 
communication with the membership 
and for members to use for things like 
entry to events etc. 

Unprecedented growth 
in the last decade
The number of new model yacht clubs 
has grown at an unprecedented 30% 
rate over the decade to 100 with 18 of 
those being model yachting groups 
within established sailing clubs. 
Hopefully the dedication of the few 
on Council will help model yachting to 
develop well into the future. 

Roger Stollery first became aware of the 
sport from Vic Smeed’s Model Maker 
Manual, a Christmas present from his 
dinghy sailing champion and inventive dad 
in 1957. Already experienced in dinghy and 
yacht racing he was hooked and fascinated 
by design and how to make a boat go faster. 
His interest initially covered the building, 
racing and design, but that experience led 
him into rule making, publicising and the 
organisation of the sport at every level. 
He is today the MYA’s highly experienced 
Technical Secretary

Olympic sailors race  
‘Micro Magics’ at Dinghy Sailing Show

The Stollery Footy design ICE
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