NEWSLETTER
Issue 6 • December 2020

This is the sixth issue…
...of your MYA Newsletter and contributions from members or Clubs are still always welcome.
In this issue you will find the next two introductions to the Clubs selected alphabetically- Mid Argyll
and Fleetwood. There are no contributions from the racing elements of the MYA as, in case you haven’t
noticed, COVID19 or Coronavirus has wiped it all out, but if anyone spots a photo or article that either
tickles their fancy or seems especially relevant to our sport, please do forward it to the Editor.

Sailing Events/COVID19
It was intended to concentrate coverage in
this and all Newsletters on the various big
racing events and all the Club news about
Radio & Free Sailing in the UK - but, as
many will have noticed, there hasn’t been
any due to the awful COVID19 virus.
The MYA website carries the latest position
on how to resume sailing - but of course, the
actual measures will depend on local
circumstances and vary club to club. Whatever
the result, all possible measures are being
taken to keep us all safe.

A BIG WELCOME TO...

…the latest Club to become affiliated to the
MYA - which is Little Radford MBC which
is in the Midlands District and located near
Alvechurch, just south of Birmingham.
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Future Editions

It is intended to issue a Newsletter about
every two months or so to link to significant
events etc - so the next/seventh edition is
scheduled for Spring 2021.
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MYA Chair(man) - message to all members from Phil Holliday
I feel extremely honoured and privileged to
have been elected to the position of Chair of
the MYA Council. I hope that I can live up to
the faith and trust bestowed upon me by the
MYA Membership.
I thank Terry for the work he has done for the
members during his tenure as Chair of the MYA
and, like you, I hope to see him at a lake in the
near future, fit and healthy. The current make up
of Council Officers gives me the strongest team
of people that I could possibly wish for.
The “Visible face“ of the MYA consisting of
President Derek Priestley, Vice Chair Darin
Ballington, and myself are always around to
answer your questions and discuss issues that
you may have.
Our finances are being looked after for the 18th
year by the experienced David Rose. Our Technical
Officer Graham Bantock is one of the most
experienced participants at all levels of the sport
for more years than he cares to remember and
our IT systems are developed and maintained
with true professionalism by Austin Guerrier.
Added to this, we have District Councillors
who are all dedicated to keeping their Clubs
and Members informed and to making sure that
Council are kept up to date with the wishes and
desires of the membership as a whole.
As if this wasn’t enough, we also have what I
consider to be the jewel in the crown in our
Secretary to Council, Jen Hand. Her quiet
(sometimes) and efficient (always) way of
keeping us focused and organised on the
tasks in hand is what really makes it a pleasure
to serve on Council.
Our outgoing Chair, Terry, worked very hard to
ensure that our plans to change the emphasis of
council were kept on track, and with the current
council members I will continue to push for less
involvement in individual classes and more
support and contact with our member clubs.

It is our aim over the next few months to
strengthen the links between the District
Councillors and their Clubs, improved
communication at all levels by utilising more
technology and have regular Council meetings
(via online video) at least once a month.
As always if you have any suggestions on how
we can improve our support for clubs and their
members please contact me directly or through
your District Councillor.
If you are keen to get involved in the governance
of our sport, why not volunteer? We are actively
looking for an MYA Racing Officer and an MYA
Publicity Officer, although if you have other skills
that you wish to offer do please contact me and
we will find a role for you…
2020 has been a strange and challenging year for
us all but the present pandemic situation is being
constantly monitored by two of our District
Councillors, Peter Baldwin (Northern) and John
Owens (Scottish) along with our Vice Chair, Darin.
Updates in line with government and RYA
guidelines will be issued on our website as and
when appropriate and we hope that we can all
return to healthy interclub competition safely
sometime in 2021.
For now, please stay safe, observe your local
tier recommendations and I send my best
wishes to all of you
and your families
for a safe and
peaceful
Christmas.

Phil Holliday
MYA Chair
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MYA AGM 2020 report on proceedings
The 2020 MYA AGM was very different and I don’t
think anyone thinks that it is the way in which we
would like to conduct our AGMs. Firstly the lack
of a trade show meant that the usual meet and
greets didn’t take place and many of those who
we see just once a year were not there to chat
with. Secondly the lack of member participation
lead to reduced questions and answers. Although
uncomfortable at times this scrutiny is important
and gives the membership an opportunity to
voice their opinions, it was truly sad not to be
able to meet up. It has to be hoped that 2021
will be better.
Despite this lack of gathering, and because of
the early realisation that things were going to be
different, the 2020 AGM was performed in
a democratic and transparent online manner.
We were perhaps fortunate that there were no
really pressing matters to be voted upon, but
overall the council feel that the association was
not left moribund for 12 months and those voted
in to office were fairly elected. Please don’t think
that it all stops for 12 months, so if you have
any questions on a subject or for a council officer,
please do make contact. The MYA is your
association and the council officers are there to
work with the members. (they are also members
and sailors themselves).
Thanks must go to Jen Hand for the preparations
and communication with the membership, and
to Austin Guerrier for the IT side, although the make
up department could have worked harder for the
video AGM. Apologies to anyone who was blinded
by the abundance of shiny heads showing!

Now on to the voting

There were 1,779 eligible (to vote) members and
44.5% voted which as everyone will recognise is
both very high for most similar organisations - and
extremely high for the MYA! Many thanks to all
who contributed.
The updated way in which votes were recorded
hopefully gives all clubs an incentive to engage
with their members and register their vote; a vote
against a candidate or motion is recorded and
each member gets the chance to have their view
known - much better for engagement than block
votes from clubs. We hope that this will only
increase the voting in years to come. The online
nature also gave our trustees the chance to
scrutinise the votes, and our thanks go to Vic
and Mike for doing this diligently.

Being a new (to many on council) concept, the
video AGM was recorded in real time on Tuesday
24th November 2020 and this took into account
any questions raised and was after the voting had
taken place and scrutinised.
Due to the good housekeeping and strong words
of our Secretary, all of the council attendees were
well behaved, with no dogs barking, no cups of
tea in evidence or swearing, so it was wrapped up
in one take, although I’m not sure any of us will be
on the Six O’Clock news anytime soon…
The recording was uploaded on the day of the
AGM into the MYA forum in the MYA Chat section
for all to watch: https://mya-uk.org.uk/forums/
forum/9-mya-chat/, however, you will need to log
in to the forum to be able to see it. Alongside
this there are all of the reports and AGM paperwork available to download and read within the
MYA members’ area: https://mya-uk.org.uk/members-area/
So, please read the reports and all the associated
documents and, if you have any questions that
you feel you would have asked if the meeting had
allowed us all to be physically present, please
contact the Officer concerned. As ever, this
Newsletter remains ready and willing to receive
any points you wish to make about these. There
were a handful of questions raised, and the
answers presented are on the video and reported
in the AGM minutes.
There was only one contested officer position,
that of Chair of the MYA. There were 1,779
members eligible to vote and, of those, 356
voted for Phil Holliday and 182 for Terry Rensch so the only contested vote was won by our exVice Chair.
All the other positions were unchanged - apart
from Darin Ballington who was elected as Vice
Chair in succession to Phil Holliday. The role of
Racing Officer is therefore now vacant and anyone
interested in doing this important and enjoyable
role is asked to contact Darin or the council. (It’s a
great role, honest!)
The council now moves on to the daily tasks in
hand and hopes that these will increase as we
move in to 2021and sailing increases.
Thank you again to everyone who voted.
Let us hope we can all look forward to some
great sailing and racing in 2021.

Darin Ballington
MYA Vice Chair
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FOCUS ON CLUBS
Here is the latest article which gives all MYA
members an insight into how other clubs, work,
prosper and overcome difficulties.
An arbitrary decision was made by your Editor to
start with the first and last Clubs alphabetically,
and now we are into the middle regions of the
alphabetical club list.
Firstly, this time, we have…

Mid Argyll RSC
Mid Argyll Radio Sailing evolved in 2018 after
Lochgilphead Community Council commissioned
a report into what was needed to make
Lochgilphead a more attractive place for
visitors to spend more time there - rather than
just passing through. This revealed there was
little to interest visitors but many other issues
were reported.
So the hunt was on to find a suitable location
adjacent to the town with fresh water. Scottish
Canals came to our aid by offering us Loch
Bharain. Scottish Canals also agreed to lend us
a pontoon until it was found to be a viable
community project. Lochgilphead Community
Council donated £500.00 towards the project.
We now have 15 active members supported
by a committee of five. The club has managed
to recruit new members by leafleting the local
shops and shows that happen in the community
to make them aware of the club.
Loch Bharain is a very picturesque piece of water
but very challenging with the wind coming from
all directions most of the days.
The club now has two classes that are sailed and they are the Laser class and Joysway DF95
class.
The racing course set up on the Loch is the
Olympic triangular course. In 2019, with the help
of the MYA Scottish Region, the club invited
Scottish clubs up to the Loch for a Laser class
open meeting which was very successful and
everyone enjoyed the sailing experience.
See pix and News clips on the right (Ed.)
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Fleetwood Model Yacht
and Power Boat Club
The Fleetwood club is one of the oldest and best known Model Yacht Clubs within the MYA. We would
have been celebrating our 90th anniversary this year with a party at the IOM Nationals but the Covid
epidemic forced the cancellation of both events. The club currently has around 120 members in its ranks
roughly evenly split between 2 groups - Yachting and Scale. Most of the yachting members sail/race
MYA classes and the scale members sail schooners & powered scale boats. As this article is for the MYA
newsletter, the Yachting section is the focus of the story.

Short History

Model boat sailing in Fleetwood started up in the 1920’s when local people used to sail model yachts and
models of fishing smacks on a natural lagoon filled by the sea on Fleetwood beach. At this time Model
Yacht Racing was developing as an organised sport/hobby countrywide (the MYA having been formed
in 1911) and many seaside resorts were building Model Yachting Lakes on their foreshore. The town of
Fleetwood was one of these resorts and having lots of interest in Model Yacht racing already, the town
council were persuaded include a large Model Yacht Lake, to host International races in their plans for
their foreshore expansion, together with a golf course, boating lake, two pitch & putt courses, a concert
hall, and ornamental gardens.
The club was formed in 1930, the lake was
officially opened in 1932 by Earl Beatty and we
held our first A class Championship weeks’
races in 1933, 1934 & 1935 (when the swastika
flag (Germany) was flown on the club’s flagpole).
This event then alternated between Gosport &
Fleetwood and is still held every year around
late July/early August. After opening, the club
flourished with over 200 members racing A, 10R
& 36” model Yachts & Powerboats, but late in
the 1930’s disaster loomed - the 2nd world war
came. The clubhouse was taken over by the
army and members were given 1 hour, in a
snowstorm, to remove their property!
Activity resumed in 1946 when the membership
had to be rebuilt almost from scratch and 55%
of the members were from out of town and the
rest were local. By this time the Marblehead
50/800 Yacht had appeared from America.
This class proved very popular as it would fit
inside lots of cars. In the 1960’s it was not
unusual to see 15 boats racing in a Saturday
club race and several families took part.

Focus on clubs

Mid Argyll
Radio Sailing

Fleetwood Model
Yacht and Power
Boat Club

Fleetwood hosted the MYA Nationals for the
Marblehead class for the first time in 1962.
The A class championship was of course still
being held every odd numbered year. The club
is fortunate in having had at least 5 of its
members winning the A class Championship,
some have won it several times, and our
members have also had successes in winning
the Marblehead, 10R and 6m championships.
Also during the 1950’s & 60’s the club had a
thriving power Boat section, who organised
regular competitions.
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the Fleetwood story (cont’d)

Early 1970’s - Radiosailing comes to Fleetwood

By the early 1970’s people were starting to fit R/C equipment into Marbleheads. Before this, most Radio
Yachts were A class, raced only at Poole, Gosport and (what is now) Hampton Court clubs. However,
as radio equipment became smaller, lighter, and more reliable, it was installed into Marbleheads and
became very popular.
A group of Vane Marblehead sailors asked the club committee for permission to start a Radiosailing
group within the club and when the first MYA Radio M Nationals were held at Guildford in 1974, six
Fleetwood members took part. The event was held at Fleetwood for the first time in 1976, when lots
of boats struggled to survive the large waves and wind and were unreliable due to taking water.
1973 was the 50th anniversary of the International A Class & the Championship week in this year was
the biggest ever. Over forty boats normally took part in this weeklong event, but in 1973 entries hit
their highest with 56 boats taking part with 9 countries represented and over 200 people attended the
prizegiving dinner and dance at end of the regatta.
In 1975 we had another first. We held the first and only World Championship for Vane M’s & A’s over 2
weeks. We had 25 M’s and 46 A’s. After it finished, some of us drove to Gosport and raced in the first
World Championship for Radio M’s and Ten Raters.
In 1979 we had an International event for RM & R10R which was a joint collaboration between the MYA
& NAVIGA in an attempt to bring both authorities for International radiosailing together, but although
the event was successful, and we made lots of new friends from Europe, not much else happened.
In 1982 we held a weeklong event to celebrate the golden jubilee of the Marblehead class. The event
was for both Vane & Radio Marbleheads and competitors could enter one or both. One competitor did
both events with the same boat - Graham Bantock brought “Heartbeat” which was both a vane & radio
Marblehead and he won the vane event.
This event was followed, in 1986, by us hosting the RM Worlds for the first time. We also have hosted
this event in 1990 and 2005.
At club level we were racing vane M’s & A’s and we had a one design Una rigged radioyacht called a
Mustang, several of which are still racing today. A few Mustangs were sold to other clubs and in 1989
we held the first and only Mustang National Championship with 35 boats taking part.

1990’s along comes the IOM

In the late 1980’s worldwide interest started in sailing a smaller radio yacht than the Marblehead and
the International One Metre was born and quickly adopted by Fleetwood members - indeed we had
our own design kindly done by Chris Dicks (Mark’s dad) and called “The Brat” after our “brat pack” of
junior members we had at the time. Also in the beginning we had our own John Taylor who designed
the “Paracite” IOM and several of us enjoyed some success with it. We staged our first IOM Nationals
in 1994 and we have held the event on many more occasions. We have also hosted the European
championships for IOM’s on two occasions.
We currently have about 25 IOM sailors in the club, and we are proud to say that the current 3 times
MYA National Champion & former World Champion, Rob Walsh is a club member - as was his father
before him. Rob is also a past National Champion in the RM class.

Late 1990’s the R/C Laser appears

Also in the late 1990’s the R/C Laser appeared on the radiosailing scene. This was the first and only truly
one-design radio yacht - and remains so today. The boats, whilst difficult to sail/race, represent very
good value for money as they are almost indestructible and are very reliable. There are several boats still
winning races that are over 15 years old still using the original sails. The R/C Lasers race regularly every
2/3 weeks through the Summer & Winter and we have over 20 in the club. We have had 2 RC Laser
National Championship winners from Fleetwood.
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the Fleetwood story (cont’d)

2015 - enter the Dragons

Probably the greatest change to the supply of Radio yachts was happening around 2013/14 when there
became available a small, 650 mm almost- ready-to-sail, Radio racing yacht from Hong Kong. Known as
the Dragonforce, these boats were an instant hit with radiosailors world wide and Fleetwood club
members were no exception. Several new and existing members bought the boats and we started racing
them on Thursday nights in summer - and we still do. These boats have been successful in seeing our
yachting membership grow to well over 60, several of whom have come in from the full size yachting and
the dinghy sailing world.
Following on from the DF65 came the DF95 (Dragonflite) - a larger faster boat which was instantly
adopted by the club and has also brought in some new members. We’re pleased to say that some of
these members have now “spread their wings” into other classes and they’re sailing IOM’s, 6M’s and
Vane boats. Some of them are also providing valuable help in the running of our events and the
general running of the club.

Present day
With our enviable facilities of a large rectangular concrete sided lake, car park, and large clubhouse
with storage for 60+ boats we sail/race 9 classes, Vane & Radio, Schooners, and Scale boats (tugs
warships & the like) over 2 evenings and 4 days in Summer and Tuesday/Wednesday afternoons and
weekends in Winter.
We have beginners, improvers, National Champions, & World Champions amongst our members. If
you’re near us, pay us a visit - you’d be most welcome and we’re always open to welcome new members!

Derek Priestley

President
Fleetwood Model Yacht & Power Boat Club
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