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For 2010 we returned to Dickens 
Heath Primary School near Shirley, 
Birmingham. Once again Vic Bellerson 
was the organiser and once again 
provided us with hot drinks all day 
(much needed since the weather was 
very cold). We would all like to thank 
Vic. This year the MYA decided not 
to provide lunch, instead diverting 
the expense into the Centenary 
celebrations.  The show element of 
the day got underway at around 10.00 
o’clock with nine exhibitors and it was 
noticeable that whilst, of course, they 
had a commercial interest, they also 
dispensed endless good advice – not 
surprisingly since all of them are also 
keen competitors and there were many 
impromptu workshops!

The morning was busy. We counted 
fi fty members in the hall by 10.30 and 
many more were to come. The entries 
for the Chris Dicks award made up 
a central exhibit of Footys, and the 
splendid backdrop provided by Keith 
Coxon and his team was to be used for 
the awards during the afternoon. If you 
could not attend this year do please 
come next year – the talk is good and 
the there is much new material on 
display. This year we did not run the 
photographic competition but held it 
over until next year when we hope that 
it will be a mix of modern and much 
older material - more about that in the 
Centenary Edition. Meetings were held 
behind the scenes (some of us sitting 
on primary sized chairs) and the AGM 
always provides this opportunity for 
groups to come together.

The AGM proper began promptly 
at 1.30 with some seventy members 
in the hall, between them representing 
thirty one clubs. The full reports of 
the various Offi cers are available in 
the Members’ Area of the MYA web 
site at www.mya-uk.org.uk and all of 
them show the MYA going forward. 
Meantime here are a few selected 
highlights from the AGM

� e highlights
Peter Stollery
The introduction of the new 
Membership package has helped 
to increase our numbers, so that 
membership has remained stable this 
year and he felt that the Association 
had done well during 2010. As an 
Association we are establishing a 
wider profi le at major exhibitions and 
elsewhere and we are making good 
use of our electronic communications. 
Acquaint is to continue as it does now 
and the Cenetenary issue is planned. 
He thanked all Council Members for 
their work this year 

David Rose
We are in a healthy position. Fears that 
the increase in the subscriptions might 
mean a loss of membership proved to 
be unfounded and we currently stand 
at 1750 members, and four new club 
have joined us during the year.

Roger Stollery
The position of Senior Measurer in 
the Met & Southern District which 
fell vacant when Paul Midgley sadly 
died earlier this year, has now been 
fi lled by Mervyn Cook of the Gosport 
club. Roger alluded to disapointing 
responses and voting results for the 
IOM class and to amendments to the 
RRS with reference to room-to tack 
which may be studied in his report on 
line. He thanked the technical team for 
all their help during the year and asked 
that every measurer ‘on the books’ 
checks that his email address is up 
to date.

Derek Priestley
Derek tells us that Fleetwood will be 
running a ten day A class festival to 
celebrate the Centenary which will also 
include a Round the World event on the 
middle Wednesday in what looks to be 
a very exiting period of racing.

Graham Allen
Graham confi rmed that racing was 
well organised and well attended 
during 2010 although attendances 
at National events were somewhat 
down. He has had good feedback on 
the IOM Nationals at Fleetwood and 
is looking forward to seeing the IOM 
worlds there next year. Eastbourne took 
on the A Nationals this year with fi rst 
class results. He also thanked Darin 
Ballington who, whilst holding no offi ce 
has made a great contribution during 
2010.

Richard Rowan
Richard was not able to attend but his 
full report is found on the web site. 
Richard was thanked for the many IT 
initiatives has taken for the Association.

Keith Coxon
Keith told us that plans for the 
Centenary year include a party 
and celebration at the IOM World 
Championships in Fleetwood, and 
plans are in hand for formal dinner at a 
fairly central venue, possible linked with 
special centenary event. Centenary 
stickers will be available to every 
member and the logo is to be found on 
a range of Centenary clothing available 
from a supplier at discounted prices. 

Other extensions to the 
communications web include the 
introduction of mini-event blogs ably 
managed by Darin Ballington, and an 
expansion of the Knowledge Base on 
the MYA web site. Keith’s full report can 
be found on the web site.
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keen competitors and there were many 
impromptu workshops!

Members enjoying each others company in 
informal workshops. Photo: Charles Smith
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The Chairmas Peter Stollery, 
thanked Alan Chidgey for his work in 
assembling the league results.

� e Vane Club 
League Shield

Derek Preistley presents the � e Vane Club 
League Shield to Chris Durant on behalf of 
the Gosport club.

� e Club Radio 
League Shield

� e Club Radio League Shield was awarded 
to Chelmsford again, (will another club ever 
catch them ?) and is presented to Mark Dennis

� e Radio League 
Individual Shield

Derek Preiestley congratulates Vernon 
Appleton on winning the Individual 
Radio League.

� e Vane 
Individual League 
Close friend Derek Priestley accepted 
the tankard on behalf of the winner, 
Alan Bell of the Fleetwood club.

� e Syan Award
There were three nominations for the 
Syan Award which is presented each 
year for outstanding contribution 

to model yachting. This year it was 
awarded to John Henderson, Vice 
Commodore of the Eastbourne club. 
Derek described John as one of those 
people without whom no club and no 
championship could be run. 

� e Chris 
Dicks Award
The award provided the judges with a 
diffi cult choice between two very good 

entries, one from David Wilkinson and 
the other from Peter Henderson In the 
end, and by the narrowest margin the 
award went to Peter Henderson whose 
fi nal score of 68 points won the day.

Charles Smith
Charles spoke of the Centenary edition 
of Acquaint which is due in the Spring 
of 2011. He asked the membership to 
contribute photographs from their own 
family archives, and emphasised that 
they will be treated with the greatest 
care, knowing that they are intensely 
personal. They would of course be 
scanned and then retuned with equal 
care. He also told members that 
oral history would play a part in the 
Centenary issue and asked members 
to telephone him at 01483 429792 with 
their memories. “We never seem to go 
to bed,” he said, “so ring at any time. 
Don’t worry about words that’s 
my trade.”

Class Reports
Reports from the IOM, Laser, Footy and 
Micro Magic classes were presented 
and may be found on the web site.

� e Election of 
Offi  cers
Once again we were able to vote en 
bloc for the members of our Council, 
welcoming Chris Durant as Secretary to 
the Council, a post which he has held in 
effect as Assistant Secretary since our 
previous Secretary Jeff Hill was unable 
to carry on. Everyone would like to 
thank Jeff for his work as Secretary and 
look forward to seeing him at the AGM 
once again. A full list of offi cers will be 
found in the Members’ Area of the web 
site in AGM reports.

� anks to 
Council members
The meeting wound up with thanks 
from the fl oor to the members of the 
Council all of whom work very hard for 
the members, and cover a vast range of 
topics. It closed at 3.30 and members 
were able to travel home in the daylight 
and in rather better weather.

� e Awards
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Peter Henderson receiving the Chris Dicks 
Award from Roger Stollery. His Footy is 
designed for vacuum moulding.

John Henderson of Eastbourne received the 
Syan Award at his home from Ken Binks.
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