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hand parallel with the RYA, to train 
more race offi cials during 2014, and so 
to increase the number of clubs willing 
to take on major events – particularly 
in circumstances when weed growth 
unexpectedly rules out a club at the 
last moment.

Technical Offi  cer
Roger Stollery
Measurers, SSIs and SIMRAG.

Roger began by thanking all 
measurers for their work in 2013.  There 
are 123 offi cial measurers and there 
is an urgent need for more volunteers 
at club level.  He is asking existing 
measurers to look around amongst 
their fellow club members for new 
volunteers.  
Race / Regulations team.  There 
are new SSIs, minor changes to HMS 
and a new document called SIMRAG 
– Sail Identifi cation Marks Rules and 
Guidance – for example single digit 
numbers will now be allowed – details 
will be found on the Knowledge Base. 

New registrations during 2013 were: 
IOMs 142, Footys 25, Marbleheads 11, 
10 Raters 10, 36”s  - 4 new boats and a 
further 2 under construction, and fi nally 
two 6 Metres.

Publicity Offi  cer
Tim Long
� e Dinghy Show.
There will be a stand at the Dinghy 
Show during March (on dates which 
do not confl ict with any events in the 
calendar) and Tim will be looking for 
volunteers as usual.  It is hoped that all 
the new Class Captains will be at the 
show for one or more days. Whether 
we shall have a presence at the London 
Boat Show – as an attraction – hasn’t 
been resolved yet.

International Offi  cer
Rob Walsh
Representation at IRSA.

Richard Rown has been co-
opted on to the IRSA Committee as 
General Secretary and Treasurer. 
Rob makes the point that there are 
more positions available on the IRSA 
General Committee and he hopes to 
see members volunteering.  Details are 

available on the IRSA web site.
He tells us that more skippers are 

travelling to overseas events and urges 
skippers to put their names down for 
2014.  President Derek Priestly said 
that he had visited Malta, Gouda and 
Almeria this year,  as he put it ‘sampling 
sun, sea and tapas’ – oh with a little 
sailing thrown in.’  (We know Derek as 
a very serious competitor so we are not 
fooled by any of this, but he makes the 
point strongly that sailing overseas may 
well take you to places that you would 
not previously thought of).

IT Offi  cer
Richard Rowan
Updating your personal details. 
Work on the web site is on-going, a 
lot of it on the underlying program. 
Members are reminded that they can 
update their personal details on line 
through the MYA web site – making 
sure that your email addresses are 
up to date for example, and it is these 
details which are regularly trawled for 
the Membership Data Base.    Richard 
makes the point that we should all take 
a moment to check that our personal 
details are up to date, important for 
several reasons  including access to 
iContact and Acquaint. (See page 7).

IOMICA
John Taylor
Updating the IOMICA be a website.

John congratulated Rob Walsh on 
his splendid win in Israel. (John was 
part of the British Team).

He records 142 new registrations 
this year.  There is a link to the ICOMIA 
web site from the MYA front page and 
John will be very interested to receive 
suggestions for the improvement of the 
IOMICA web site from IOM skippers.

Acquaint
Charles Smith
The issues of 32 pages have been 
a success and the use of full colour 
throughout had been welcomed. 
Charles will be very pleased to hear 
from any member with suggestions for 
the  Spring and Summer Editions, and 
requests that any photographs should 
be in the form of ‘big’ fi les – the printing 
process requires a higher resolution 

that on line displays.  He thanked all 
his contributors during 2013.  Robert 
Hobbs suggested that Acquaint should 
be made available to IRSA committee 
members in various countries and 
Charles will be looking into this in the 
new year for the Spring edition.

Elections and
Appointments
Secretary. 
Our very able secretary Chris Durant 
is now stepping down after around 9 
years in post and was thanked by all 
the Members for his fi ne  work for the 
MYA.  The position will now be fi lled by 
Martin Dovey (See News in Brief page 6).

IT Offi cer.
Richard Rowan steps down to take 
up his new responsibilities at IRSA 
and again the membership showed 
their appreciation of his considerable 
work, bringing the MYA fi rmly into 
the electronic age.  The position of IT 
offi cer has not yet been fi lled. 

Development Offi cer.
The new post of Development Offi cer 
has been fi lled by John Newton, again 
a most experienced skipper, (See News 
in Brief page 6). 

Vice Presidents.
Three new Vice Presidents were 
appointed: Mark Dennis, Tony Edwards 
and Peter Stollery.

Class Captains. 
The posts of Class Captains for MYA 
recognised Classes have been agreed, 
and the names of volunteers will be 
brought forward now that the principle 
is established. The MYA is looking 
for Class Captains for As, IOMs, 36s, 
6Metres, 10 Raters, and Marbleheads 
with the object of driving these classes 
forward into the future.

After discussion each of the Reports 
was voted on by the Members, and 
accepted.

Any other business
Chairman Keith Coxon thanked Vic 
Bellerson for organising the venue 
once again with his group of volunteer 
helpers, and Tim Long for organising 
the Trade Show together with all the 
exhibitors who had made the day a 
great success.  The meeting closed at 
around three o’ clock.
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Awards
The Radio National Club 
League Championship 
Shield
Won this year by Chelmsford. 

Vane National Club League
Won for 2-13 By Gosport 
MY&BC and accepted by 
Robert Hobbs.

The Radio Individual 
Championship
Darin Ballington was the 
winner of the Individual award.  
In accepting the award Darin 
said that skippers visiting new 
clubs for local competition 
are without exception made 
very welcome, and that club 
members should make a point 
of extending their contacts 
with local clubs during 2014.

The Vane Individual Trophy
After a successful year the 
Vane was won By Chris Harris 
of the Bournville Club.

� e Chris Dicks 
Award
This award is made for good 
model yacht design and is 
open to all skippers  For 2013 
it was presented to Martin 
Dovey now to be MYA General 
Secretary. He has designed 
very successful 36”s A boats 
and Marbleheads.

� e Syan Trophy
This award is presented in 
memory of Peter Maskell and 
for 2013  we were all pleased 
to see it awarded to Gordon 
Sears for many years the 
Midland District Councillor.  
Gordon is very knowledgeable, 
always helpful and a regularly 
an offi cial at major events.

� e Radio Individual Championship
Darin Ballington

� e Radio National Club League 
Championship Shield
Won this year by Chelmsford - received by 
Mark Dennis

John Lewis 
- a great designer
We announce with much regret the death 
of John Lewis at the age of 92. Few fi gures 
in our sport have been more respected 
than John.  He is remembered as a great 
designer, possessed of a keenly analytic mind 
accompanied by a great sense of balance, 
and, somehow, an instinctive eye for beauty 
in his classic hulls.  Add a dry wit and a great 
willingness to help everyone around him, and 
you get one of the nicest of men. The book 
Model Sailing Craft which he co-wrote with Dick 
Priest is much sought after today and like his 
designs is a classic many serious yachtsmen 
have on their bookshelves. 

Born in Bournville he co-founded the 
Bournville club with W H Davey who for a 
time was his mentor. He sailed 10 Raters and 
6 Metres, and also owned a 36” which by all 
accounts he didn’t like much.  He was not 
a great skipper, but a great and meticulous 
builder.  His Godson Mike Harris told us about 
some of the boats he designed, some he built 
himself – including an A vane built by John 
Gale, with which Mike won the 1990 Yachting 
Monthly Cup.  Of his earlier designs, Peter 
Pim, a massive ‘A’ built by Ken Jones for the 
Pollahn brothers in Germany, springs to mind – 
a serious boat which weighed in at 76lb. It was 
highly successful when its momentum carried 
through to win in 1972 after the breeze failed! 

Stories of John’s designs are legion, but 
he should also be remembered as an MYA 
Councillor in the early 50s, as a member of the 
Technical Committee, and as our President 
for three years from 1971.  In 2010 he received 
the Syan Trophy – a mark of the respect in 
which he was held by all MYA Members. There 
is no doubt that John Lewis will always be 
remembered wherever there is talk of classic 
design.
With thanks to Mike Harris
(We will be including a piece on John’s classic 
designs in a future issue. Ed.)

Ian Cole
One of the top UK moulders of model racing 
yachts, Ian died suddenly from leukaemia 
on the 24th October 2013. He was one of 
the fi rst to see the benefi t of carbon fi bre to 
make stiff lightweight hulls in the mid-1980s. 
In collaboration with Graham Bantock he 
moulded superb hulls to Graham’s designs.  
He was also a marvellous craftsman in wood 
and produced some of the early wrapped 
plywood Marbleheads. There cannot be many 
Marblehead sailors who have not enjoyed the 
quality of Ian’s work.
Roger Stollery
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New Development Offi  cer
John Newton has now been appointed 
as the MYA’s Development Offi cer 
with a brief to grow the sport at 
grassroots level, to encourage 
clubs to develop new membership 
opportunities and training programs 
to assist new skippers in their 
understanding of sailing techniques 
and boat preparation. John comes to 
the post with a wealth of experience as 
Councillor in the Eastern District and 
is himself a fi ne skipper. John tells us 
that he’ll be very happy to hear from 
members with ideas to help develop 
sport and he can be contacted at john-
newton@talktalknet

New MYA Secretary
Our new secretary is Martin Dovey, 
himself a long term member of the 
Bournville club, (joining when he 
was six!), and is a well-known and 
successful designer and builder of 
36”s, ‘A’ boats, Marbleheads and IOMs. 
Like Chris Durant he has a history of 
racing at both club and national level 
and is looking forward to his new role. 

� e BOTTLE boat
Making full use of recycled materials, 
the BOTTLE boat is essentially an 
inexpensive one-design making 
use of two fi zzy drink bottles and 
carrying colourful homemade sails,  

Nevertheless this is a big boat which  is 
very fast in a breeze and has excellent 
performance at low cost. Roger Stollery 
tells us that kits or complete boats are 
now available from Trevor Jenkins in 
West Kirby (tel: 07753 724566 email 
trev@wirralmarine.co.uk) and also 
from Mark Barton at the Waldringfi eld 
Boatyard (tel: (01473) 736 260; email 
mark@waldringfi eldboatyard.co.uk.) 
As an alternative the boat may be 
made up by an amateur using Roger’s 
mouldings, patterns, jigs and copious 
instructions. Contact Roger at 014843 
421801.

Updating your 
personal details
When you need to change personal 
details – your address is changed or 
you have a new email you can do so 
on through the Members Area of MYA 
website at mya-uk.org.uk. These details 
are trawled regularly for the MYA a 
database and will need to be up-to-
date if you are always to receive a copy 
of Acquaint and to be on the list for 
news through I-Contact. Turn to page 7 
and simply follow the instructions.

Richard Rowan
Richard has been co-opted as 
General Secretary and Treasurer 
of the International Radio Sailing 
Association (IRSA).  He steps down 

from his post as IT Offi cer for the MYA 
to become involved in administering 
radio sailing at the international 
level and our best wishes go with 
him.  There are additional places on 
the General Committee of IRSA and 
any experienced skipper has the 
opportunity to stand early next year (Go 
to the IRSA web site for details.) 

New Derbyshire Club
Tony Hart tells us that a new club is 
forming – to be called the Tall Ships 
Sailing Club - on deep open water at 
Poolesbrook County Park, Nr Staveley.  
Initial thoughts are that the club will sail 
Nottingham Js, Dragon Force RG65s 
and possibly Marbleheads.  Tony has 
promised more details for our Spring 
edition; meantime he can be contacted 
by email at morph47@talktalk.net.

Spring Workshop
Peter Popham is organising a workshop 
at Hampton Court on April 19th 2014. 
There will be onshore discussions 
of the rules and other matters and 
sailing demonstrations on the Rick 
Pond.  There may be a charge for entry. 
Details from Peter, email 
m.popham@sky.com  

carrying colourful homemade sails,  
Association (IRSA).  He steps down 

BOTTLE boats race in their annual championship at 
Waldring fi eld. Photo: Roger Stollery
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