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In this edition we have taken a brief 
look at the ‘1730s’ which fl ourished 
in the late 1800s and early 1900s. 
The class contributed to inter-club 
competition in the early years of model 
yachting. ‘1730’ is not a date. It is a 
measurement much favoured in the 
1890s, and it is based on a simple rule 
of 1883 which required waterline length 
and beam, but took no account of sail 
area (the 1/12th scale Tonnage rule). 
Clubs with boats to this rule could and 
did race amongst themselves, much as 
we do today. 

1884 - 1892
This concept of ‘togetherness’ was 
promoted by the editor of The Model 
Yachtsman & Canoeist, a magazine 
which started life in Hull in January 
1884 with an 18 page issue. The editor 
realised that interclub competition 
could only advance if a rule could 
be used which allowed boats to 
race together on a well understood 
rating. In 1893 he tells us that ‘… the 
1883 tonnage rule has been adopted 
by some clubs, notably Liverpool, 
Glasgow and London Serpentine.’

The formula worked like this:
(l+b)2 x b, (where l is lwl) 
all divided by 1730.

The answer was a ton measurement 
and from these measurements a time 
allowance was derived so that both 
larger and small boats could race 
against each other. 10 tonners (with 
a length around 60“ overall) and 15 
tonners seem to have been the most 
popular, big beasts all of them.

For the next eight years the editor 
promoted the ‘1730’ vigorously, until 
some 30 clubs had adopted the rule, 
and sensible interclub competition was 
under way. Clubs in the North East 
were the true home of the ‘1730’, but 
after a while, they like others began to 
see its limitations. 

Where a design rule ignores sail 
area, extremes are likely to follow. 
Certainly they did in the full sized fl eets. 
The rule did result in extreme models, 
for example, I own a ‘1730’ built around 
1900, which is 62” (1.57m) overall, 
but only 5” (0.13m) on the beam! This 
example of the ten ton form carried 
unlimited sail area, and required fi n and 
heavy bulb keel to hold it up.  

� e wind of change 
was coming
By 1892 a number of clubs were 
clamouring for change. The magazine 
ran an editorial telling us that  ‘… 

calls for a uniform 
measurement 
system are 
gaining ground 
,’ and the ‘1730’ 
seemed likely to 
be replaced by 
the new length-
and-sail area rule, 
somewhat along 
these lines: Lwl x 
sa /6000, which 
will feel familiar to 
today’s 6M owners.

However change 
would have its 
problems. Quoting 
once again: ‘... the 
diffi culty being that 
many clubs have ten 
tonners – so a way 
has to be found to 
allow large numbers 
of the present tens 
to compete with a 

prospect of success – can we adopt 
a class agreeable to all clubs to the 
class rule?’ Problems like these have 
resonance today of course. I counted 
twenty fi ve clubs sailing ‘1730s,’ at 
the time, several of them ten tonners, 
similar perhaps to the boats shown 
here.

No means of 
steering
The ‘1730’ had no mechanical means 
of steering, neither weighted rudder 
nor Braine gear. A course could only 
be held by careful setting of the sails. 
Hull form helped; those of you familiar 
with straight running in motor boats 
will know that the ‘1730’ hull – a plank 
on edge, hull 
depth 6” (0.15m) 
- would tend to 
hold a straight 
course. These 
were powerful 
boats, and 
fairly heavy 
with a good 
deal of weight 
in the bulb.

Peter Schofi eld’s 
Northern Star 
at the Round 
Pond in 2011. 
� e extremely 
narrow beam is 
evident. Photo: 
Charles Smith

At the MYSA 
Centenary 
two ‘1730’s 
to this 
design were 
present, 
together with a number of classic 
keel examples. Peter Schofi eld’s boat 
Northern Star demonstrated its ability 
to hold a course in the light airs on 
the day and there is no doubt that, in 
a wind, skippers would have to RUN. 
Nevertheless ‘1730’s contributed much 
to inter-club competition
Charles Smith
If you own a boat similar to those shown 
do please get in touch. 
Email tradboat@btinternet.com
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Two ‘1730’s side by side, both ten tonners. 
MYSA Centenary Event 2011. Photo: Charles Smith
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