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Chairman’s 
Message
As 2010 begins to draw to a close we 
can refl ect on a year which has seen a 
number of changes in the way that the 
MYA communicates with its members. 
This will be the third Acquaint that you 
have received as part of the revised 
membership package and if you have 
access to email should also have 
received a number of E-News bulletins. 
I hope that by receiving information and 
interesting articles ‘direct to your door’, 
it has meant that you have a better 
understanding of the MYA, how it 
operates and what it can offer you and 
your club. It should be remembered 
that the Model Yachting Association is 
each and every one of you who affi liate 
through a recognised MYA club and the 
more that you can contribute to these 
publications, the broader and more 
diverse the subject matter will be. 

With the MYA Show and AGM 
having taken place recently, attention 
turns towards the last few events of 
the year before Christmas (weather 
permitting – I would imagine many 
lakes are better for skating than sailing 
as I write!). Many of these events take 
the form of a district winter series 
which are an excellent and friendly 
way to get in some practice and also 
help and advice from some of the more 
experienced skippers in your district, 
so why not fi nd out where your district 
races are happening this winter and get 
involved. 

For those of you who weren’t able 
to get to the MYA Show and AGM, you 
missed out on picking up all those 
much needed spares, fi ttings, winches 
and batteries as well as purchasing the 
parts to begin a building project over 
the winter. There was everything you 
could need from fi ns, bulbs, rudders, 
sails, masts and booms to servos, 
transmitters, receivers and kit boats. 
My thanks to all the suppliers who 
support the show and I am sure they 
would all be more than happy to help 
out with a few Christmas present ideas.

Looking forward
Looking forward, 2011 is the Model 
Yachting Association’s Centenary. 
MYA Council has agreed a number of 
initiatives to help celebrate this during 
the year and your Publicity Offi cer, 
Keith Coxon will be unveiling the details 
during the next few weeks, expanding 
on the proposals outlined in his report 
to the AGM. Amongst the proposals is 
a centenary logo, a bumper centenary 
edition of the Acquaint, centenary 
stickers for all members, centenary 
gifts for all national championship 
entrants, a World Championship on 
British water, a nine day ‘A’ class 
festival at Fleetwood, a celebration 
event to gather together all types of 
model yachts from the last 100 years, a 
new range of clothing available with the 

MYA centenary logo and a centenary 
dinner following next year’s AGM.  

Images from 
the past
We also want to gather a selection of 
members’ model yachting photographs 
from the last 100 years for use in the 
Centenary Acquaint edition and also 
for display at a number of events during 
the year. Please send any photos you 
would be happy for us to use, together 
with a one line description to your 
Acquaint editor. 

Log into the MYA 
Knowledge Base
Finally, if the winter tightens its grip and 
you can’t get out to sail, perhaps you 
could investigate the Knowledge Base 
in the Members’ Area of the website. 
This resource continues to be refi ned 
and expanded so why not see what 
you can fi nd out by logging on with you 
MYA number and security code. 

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas 
and successful sailing in the New Year.
Peter Stollery
MYA Chairman

Planning for the Publicity programme for 2011 is well 
advanced. Keith tells us about some of the plans the 
Publicity Team have in mind. More can be found on page 4 
where we report on the AGM.

In 2011 the big opportunity for the Publicity Team is of 
course to celebrate our Centenary. We have designed a new 
Centenary logo for use throughout 2011, see front cover. 
Here is a fl avour of what we have in mind: 

We will continue to print and mail Acquaint with Charles 
Smith planning to publish a bumper prestige Centenary 
edition. We will be redesigning the front page of the web site 
to refl ect the Centenary occasion. Our Chairman is working 
on producing a Hall of Fame from over the past 100 years 
which will go on the web site. 

The other major event for the association next year is of 
course the hosting of the IOM World Championships at West 
Kirby. As part of the social calendar we intend to organise 
a Centenary Party and later in the year we are working on 

organising a more formal Centenary Dinner maybe followed 
by a Centenary race event. Again work in progress.

The MYA have also teamed up with the Vintage Model 
Yacht Group to put together a day long event displaying 
boats from all ages in all their glory. The venue is to be fi nally 
decided but again look out for more detail as we enter the 
New Year

Finally we will be issuing a series of planned press 
releases to the national and boating press. In addition 
we have a plan to create a ‘Spot the Buoy’ competition 
which can be placed by each of our 100 clubs in their local 
newspaper. The prize – is a day sailing at the local club. 
This can provide a publicity vehicle for all clubs linked to our 
Centenary but may also help recruit new members. 
By defi nition the ideas are at the planning stage but I hope I 
have given you an idea of what the Publicity Team will be up 
to on your behalf next year.
Keith Coxon. MYA Publicity Offi  cer

MYA Publicity activities
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