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Chairman’s message
As all the celebrations, hard work 
and memories of our Centenary year 
begin to fade a little, MYA Council have 
produced a DVD to allow you to look 
back at the two main events of the year 
and keep as a memento. The six fi lms 
produced during the IOM Worlds at 
West Kirby have been cut together to 
create one fi lm of the week and then a 
second fi lm of the Grand Festival of Sail 
shows the gathering of over 120 model 
yachts spanning the 100 years of the 
MYA at the Round Pond in September. I 
hope you enjoy watching them. 

The 2012 sailing season is now 
well under way and many members 
are tuning up the boats that they 
have been building over the winter. 
With a number of new IOM designs 
appearing across the world and some 
tried and tested ones beginning to 
roll off the production line, it has been 
encouraging to follow the progress 
of some MYA members via the MYA 
forum which have been designing and 
building their own. It is refreshing to see 
that there is still enthusiasm for home 
building and it will be interesting to see 
how these boats compete against the 
established designs.

 There is also development and 
building going on in the Marblehead 
fl eet in anticipation for the World 
Championship in France in the Autumn. 
With new boats being produced and 
others being dusted down to compete 
in the GAMES event series throughout 
the year, numbers in this class look set 
to climb.

Integrating Classes
Whilst MYA Council is not tasked 
with organising several large special 

events this year it is still working hard 
on your behalf. Work has begun again 
to integrate class associations more 
successfully into the MYA and a sub-
committee has been set up to review 
the racing calendar structure. The latter 
of these is something which has not 
been thoroughly reviewed for over 20 
years and with rising fuel prices and 
more classes available to sail, Council 
is aware that attendances at many 
open and national events are suffering. 

Streamlining 
the Calendar
*With this in mind Council is inviting 
comments from the membership as to 
how the calendar could be improved, 
slimmed down, changed, restructured 
or left just as it is. Some suggestions 
(and they are just suggestions and 
ideas!) have included strengthening 
and focusing on more district events, 
reviewing the purpose of the MYA 
league events, reintroducing more 
stringent requirements for events 
to retain their status, including age 
category events within existing events 
rather than separate events and looking 
at including a wider range of events 
for the bigger classes such as the IOM 
and scoring them with a weighting 
multiplier similar to the Australian 
system. Everything is open to debate 
and Graham Allen who is heading 
the review would be pleased to hear 
from you. This is a long term project 
to try and streamline the calendar but 
Council would like to have feedback 
and suggestions by the end of June. 
(See interview with Graham Allen on 
page 12. Ed.)

Standing down
Finally, I would like to take this 
opportunity to inform the membership 
that I have decided that I will not be 
seeking re-election as Chairman for 
2013. I fi rst joined Council in 1996 as 
Technical Secretary during my year 
out whilst still a student. I returned 
to Council two years later and have 
since carried out the duties of Vice 
Chairman for 8 years and Chairman for 
6 years. Serving on MYA Council has 
been an enjoyable experience and has 
presented some fantastic opportunities 
for which I am very grateful, but the 
time has come for someone else 
to have a go. It will be down to the 
membership to decide who they wish 
to put forward for election but Council 
is keen to identify who they might be 
as soon as possible to aid a smooth 
handover. 

I look forward to my fi nal year as 
Chairman and meeting the membership 
at the lakeside.
Peter Stollery
MYA Chairman

Centennial DVD
How to get your free copy
As described above by Peter Stollery the MYA Chairman, 
Council have produced a DVD covering the two major 
events of the Associations Centennial Year - the story of 
the IOM Worlds and the Grand Festival Of Sail, spanning 
100 years of the MYA.

To get your copy simply send a self addressed 
C5 envelope pre-stamped to the value of £1.10 by 
the 1st July 2012 to Damian Ackroyd.

The Association will mail out DVD’s using your 
supplied envelope during the last week of July 2012.
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SAE - C5 or C4
Stamps to the value of £1.10
By 1st July 2012 

To:
Damian Ackroyd
2 Bowling Green Court
Longwood
Huddersfi eld
West Yorkshire
HD3 4UA
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