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Chairman’s 
Message
The MYA’s Centenary Year is now 
entering its final quarter. I hope that 
in some way you have been able to 
feel part of the celebrations which 
have so far been a great success. 
The last edition of the Acquaint was a 
fascinating read and I think all of us, 
whether experienced or a newcomer, 
will have learnt something new about 
the history of our sport.  
It has been interesting for me to see 
and realise just how much history there 
is to model yachting and all the stories 
and personalities that are connected to 
it, not to mention the boats themselves. 
The recent Grand Festival of Sail 
at the Round Pond in Kensington, 
was conceived as an opportunity to 
celebrate the Centenary by gathering 
together 100 boats from the 100 years 
of the MYA’s existence. The organising 
committee of MYA Council members, 
the Vintage Model Yacht Group and 
the MYSA club were delighted on 
the day to exceed the number of 
boats in attendance with around 120 
boats ranging from the 1880’s right 
through to 2011. The 15 tonners to the 
1730 rule from around the late 19th, 
early 20th Century were particularly 
interesting, with their bulb keels and 
narrow beam displaying quite modern 
attributes that somehow got lost in 
the journey of design until quite recent 
times. The event attracted hundreds of 
visitors including many MYA members 
who made the trip for this one off 
opportunity to see so many beautiful 
and historically important model 
yachts. If you weren’t able to visit then 
don’t worry; the MYA had the event 
professionally filmed and will be making 
the film available later in the year.

Of course model yachting films have 
been quite talked about this year with 
the footage of the IOM Worlds having 
been produced in a different style 
to films of radio sailing that we have 
seen before. Onboard footage, sailing 
filmed by a cameraman in the water, 
artistic editing and interviews with 
those involved provided a much more 
engaging and exciting advert for our 
sport. It was extremely well received 
around the world and, to date, the six 
films showing each day’s racing have 
been watched on You Tube nearly 
40,000 times. It was unprecedented 

coverage and has shown what can 
be achieved.

The week of the IOM Worlds 
attracted a large number of MYA 
members to come and watch at 
various stages of the competition, 
with many members visiting for 
several days. The visit of HRH the 
Duke of Edinburgh went particularly 
well with his arrival coinciding with 
the best weather and wind of the 
week. As Patron of the MYA we 
were honoured that he accepted 
our invitation to attend the Worlds 
in our Centenary year. We must 
extend our thanks again to the 
West Kirby Sailing Club for their part 
in the organisation of his visit as well 
as for being such welcoming hosts for 
the championship. The feedback from 
those who attended and competed 
was extremely positive and I would like 
to thank all of the MYA members who 
gave up their time to help make the 
event happen. I was extremely pleased 
as Chairman that the MYA continues 
to deliver good international events 
that provide good racing and social 
arrangements that are good value for 
money. The week also ended pretty 
well for myself, as I finally realised my 
goal to win a World Championship, 
an ambition which had started 20 
international events earlier in Berlin in 
1988. 

Having had the honour of spending 
an hour in the company of HRH the 
Duke of Edinburgh at West Kirby, just 
two weeks later the MYA President, 
Derek Priestley and I were extremely 
fortunate to be invited to represent 
the Model Yachting Association at 
the Duke’s 90th Birthday celebrations 
at the Tower of London and Trinity 
Hall. Organised for all of his maritime 
connections and patronages, Derek 
and I were not really sure what to 
expect. Unfortunately the rain caused 
the beating retreat in the Tower of 
London to be cancelled but a short 
private tour of the Tower was arranged 
and then police escorted buses took 
us across the road (literally!) to Trinity 
Hall. It was at this point that we realised 
how select the invited group was with 
only around 100 guests in total. All 
in DJ’s, a champagne reception was 
held in a magnificent room where 

HRH the Duke of Edinburgh, 
together with HM The Queen, HRH 
The Princess Royal and her husband 
mingled with guests. Derek and I were 
extremely fortunate to meet all four 
and I was particularly pleased that 
the Duke remembered who we were 
and asked about the IOM Worlds. Not 
bad for 90 considering the number of 
engagements he carries out. The meal 
that followed was beautifully presented 
and served with military precision. It 
was an extremely enjoyable evening 
during which the profile of model 
yachting was raised amongst many of 
the interesting guests we got to speak 
to. As the string quartet played on 
the balcony during the meal it was a 
somewhat surreal experience, chatting 
away with people you’ve never met 
before as if you were at a wedding 
reception, only to look up and see the 
Queen enjoying her meal just 10m 
or so from where I was sitting! After 
some brief toasts we all repaired to the 
adjoining rooms for liqueurs and further 
discussions on what had been a great 
evening, for which Derek and myself 
are extremely grateful to the MYA for 
providing the opportunity.

As sailing and racing continues 
into the autumn I hope that the 
remaining Centenary celebrations are 
as successful as those which we have 
enjoyed so far this year. No doubt 
there have been other events around 
the country at District and Club level 
that have marked our Centenary and 
it would be interesting to hear about 
these in the winter edition of Acquaint.
Peter Stollery 
MYA Chairman


