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Centenary Day  
at Bournville
The Midland District organised a 
Centenary event at Bournville for 
the Midland clubs on the 24th of 
September neatly dividing the day 
between the sailing craft in the early 
part of the day and handing the pond 
over to the powercraft enthusiasts later 
on. The club went on to host a Venetian 
evening as the light faded. 

Ad hoc racing for the sailing boats 
went until mid afternoon, One Metres 
competing with 6ms and a number 
of other boats including one superb 
schooner and one lone Footy which 
sailed manfully around at the back.  
Mark Dicks had brought his interesting 
prototype of the RG65 in glass, and a 
Micro Magic completed the round up 
of smaller boats.

The day was remarkable for 
the number of boats which were 
assembled from all sorts of 
generations and for the number of 
these which had records of success 
in open competition and National and 
International level.

Vic Bellerson’s 6M Omega, winner of six 
national championships

Examples included Vic Bellerson’s 
6M K821 Omega with which starting 
in 1974, he was to win four national 
championships back to back, and 
two more at various times. Its original 
vane gear a Jones pattern made by 
Jack Roberts has now been replaced 
by a Clem Edwards, but in all other 
respects she is mostly original. “Still 
does well against the modern boats.” 
Vic told us.

Turn back to 1994
In this IOM year we can turn the clock 
back a little to 1994 and the first IOM 
World Championship. Examples of the 
IOM Bubbles design by Alex Austin 
were on display, boats which had 
competed in the first ever IOM World 
Championship, one of them coming 7th 
in the hands of Chris Harris, and also 
9th sailed by Rob Vice. 

Here too was Slapstick (178) from that 
event, also by Chris Dicks and built by 

Nigel Sharpe

 Gordon Sears brought a beautiful 
example of Metric Magic - not a 
competitor in 1994 since it was 
built a year later and in glassfibre 
(the original was planked), but to 
all intents and purposes identical 
with the second place boat sailed 
by Chris Dicks in that event: 
photographs on page 9.

An unusual 
double ender

Peter Hopkins had his unusual double 
ended IOM on the water. He tells us 
that that this is a modified Vivacity 
design by David Creed and has 
reduced wetted area.

Varnished Terylene sails on this early 
Marblehead Jean. 

Marbleheads on display included a 
Pocohontas design, from Bill Daniels’ 
plans published probably in 1936, 

and still available through Marine 
Modelling. Timber planked, the boat 
was actually built in 1950 in Scotland 
and sailed still under its original 
Braine gear. She is rigged with sails of 
varnished Terylene.
Speaking of sails Vic Bellerson 
produced a set of Marblehead sails 
from a cardboard tube in which they 
had been carefully rolled and stored 
for forty years. They were made in the 
30s by a Welsh hill farmer called Perks, 
and had never been on a boat. It seems 
that Perks was producing experimental 
boats at the time but not himself racing. 
However, the cotton based sails, which 
are the palest shade of tea, were at the 
time a must for all serious racing men. 
They are beautifully finished, smooth, 
airtight and crisp. (The secret of the 
coating went with Mr Perks to his grave 
but there were always rumours that 
sheep were involved.)

One and a  
Half Metres
The boats on display in the clubhouse 
included, amongst the As, 6ms and 
IOMs, a number of One and Half Metre 
boats. We had not seen these before, 
although they are active at Bournville. 
They resemble the A class in design 
although shorter and lighter of course, 
but are designed to carry ‘A’ Boat rigs. 
They were complemented by a 10 Rater 
of 1902, originally from Gosport and 
rescued it seems from the skip at the 
last moment.

So all together a very well managed 
event with much to interest skippers, 
whether their boats are classics of 
previous generations or of the most 
modern of designs.


