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March 2013
In the northern hemisphere we have 
starting our racing programmes, 
whereas the southern hemisphere and 
the Mediterranean, warmer climates 
have been enjoying their sailing for 
some time.  Val Provoost’s Technical 
Committee has been actively working 
on interpretations and submissions 
for rule changes and amendments to 
terms and conditions. 

Roy Granich and his racing team 
have posted the current issue of the 
Championship Regulations 2013, 
effective from 1st January 2013 
and the 2013 revision of the System 
for Reducing Protest Hearings 
(SYRPH) has also been posted and 
is effective from the 1st March 2013. 
The Championship Questionnaire 
document has been revised and was 
posted on the 26th February. We 
welcome the Czech Sailing Association 
and their contact Ladislav Jares, 
Mark Harris and Lawrie Neish the new 
contacts for Australia and Canada 
respectively, their details have been 
added to the members’ list on the 
website. 

Successful 
Marblehead 
Worlds
In 2012 we held a successful 
Marblehead Championship at Club 
Nautique, Ploermel in the Lac au 
Duc region of France and the IOM 
European at the Croatia Sailing Club 
of Rijeka in Crez Croatia, both events 
being won by Bradley Gibson of GBR.  
We have received an application from 
the Netherlands to hold a Marblehead 
World Championship in 2014 and 
if approved the event will probably 
take place at the waters of Reeuwijk 
(Gouda) at the yachtclub ‘Roei- en 
Zeilvereniging Gouda’ during the 
second week of July 2014. 

National 
championships – 
details posted
It is pleasing to see the German, 
Maltese, Croatia and French DNM’s 
posting details of their National 
Championships on the website. 
France has made their National 
Championships open events for the 
fi rst time. Hopefully other DNM’s 
will follow suit and post their events 
encouraging greater participation 
in our popular sport. Australia 
reported that the Australian National 
Championship Regatta for all 
International Classes was held on 
the Gold Coast, Queensland from 
7th - 19th January. Graeme Howie 
of Western Australia successfully 
defended his International A 
Class Championship. The New 
10 Rater Champion is Scott 
Condie of New South Wales. Mark 
Patterson of Queensland is the new 
Marblehead Champion. The largest 
fl eet of 57 competitors was in the IOM 
Championship and Michael Grieve of 
Queensland retained his title.

Amendments to 
the constitution
The Constitution amendments 
following the request at the 2012 GA 
are close to being in a position to 
take back to the membership. David 
Coode and his team are also working 
on further policy developments 
to encourage additional member 
countries and classes to our 
expanding family.
Robert Hobbs

News in Brief
Meeting for J Class 
Model  Yachts
On the 28th July, the Nottingham 
Model Club is hosting a Model J Class 
Event at Colwick Park, Nottingham in 
conjunction with the Rotherham and 
Woodley model sailing clubs. The 
day will be of interest to those who 
either own, or have an interest in the 
J Class yachts and whilst I expect 
a good attendance of Canterbury 
and Nottingham J boats I hope that 
others will also attend, including more 
traditional, or vintage style yachts.  
There will be a number of races for 
those with a competitive spirit but 
the day is all about J Class yachts 
and fun. I’m hoping that there will 
be refreshments, tea, coffee and a 

barbecue.

There is a £1.50 entrance fee to the 
park and if potential visitors register 
their interest with me by email I will 
update them on weed if it becomes an 
issue.
Alan Horne
Email: ahorne@alanhorne.co.uk

A Canterbury J beautifully fi nished in 
‘traditional’ style by Nick Oxlade. 

barbecue.

� e Padstow 
Incident
The investigation into the Padstow 
incident was not complete when 
we went to Press and naturally our 
sympathies are with the family.  
However it does raise the spectre of kill 
cords once again.  In the Padstow case 
a high powered craft was involved, 
but a lowly outboard on any one of our 
dinghies can do just as much damage.  
Reach over to lay a buoy – and slip over 
the side, wearing a buoyancy aid, and 
no harm done – except that the engine 
will keep on going if you are not fi rmly 
attached to a kill cord!  Worth a thought 
if you are out of the habit.
Charles Smith
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Award to 
Peter Stollery
As you all know Peter Stollery stood 
down from his role as Chairman at the 
2012 AGM.  Peter served the MYA in 
many roles and in recognition of his 
great contribution to the Association, 
President Derek Priestley presented 

Peter with the Eric Nuttall Trophy -  a 
trophy which has a long history in the 
world of model yachting and was 
entirely appropriate for the occasion.

Other Awards at 
the AGM of 2012
Congratulations to the winners of 
the following Awards, presented by 
President Derek Priestley, at the AGM 
of 2012: 
• Radio League Club Trophy:

Birkenhead MYBC, accepted by 
Vicky McNulty.

• Vane Club League Trophy:
Gosport MYBC, accepted by 
Commodore, Mervyn Cook.

• Radio Individual:
Daren Ballington, Manor Park MSC.

• Vane Individual:
Shaun Wyeth of the Gosport MYBC. 
Accepted on Shaun’s behalf by 
Mervyn Cook.

Alan Chidgey and Mervyn and Jacque  
Cook were voted thanks for collating 
the 2012 results.

Syan Award
Ali Law has been a stalwart within 

his home club of Buchanness, within 
the Scottish District and within the 
UK Model Yachting Association. His 
enthusiasm towards all aspects of 
model yachting is unbounded devoting 
an enormous amount of his free time 
to;  encourage newcomers, support 
existing clubs, build boats, measure 
boats, act as PRO at club and major 
MYA events and set  up  Racing Rules 
Seminars with the RYA. For several 

years Ali has maintained the MYA 
Personal Sail Numbers Database.   

Ali has also worked to keep alive the 
tradition of the free sailing Fifi e boats 
which have been active in Peterhead for 
nearly a century. He has built and raced 
many of these boats and has set up a 
Fifi e building class at the local leisure 
centre aimed at getting youngsters and 
elderly involved in the traditional skills 
of model yacht building. 
Ian Dundas
Editor’s Note.  Ali talked about Fifi es in 
Acquaint 2011 Issue 2, which you will fi nd on 
the MYA  Knowledge  Base

� e Chris Dicks
The Chris Dicks award for excellence in 
design for 2012 was voted unanimously 
to Mike Dann, well known for his 
attractive light weight 36s in both Vane 
and Radio forms, and for exploring 
new forms of A Boat and Marblehead. 
He has done much work on sail 
development and is also a multihull 
enthusiast.  Unable to attend the AGM, 

the award was accepted by Mervyn 
Cook, and later presented to Mike by 
Robert Hobbs.

New MYA 
Publicity Offi  cer, 
Tim Long
Tim Long in Abersoch
Two things that drew me to the MYA, 
one was the fact that in 2012 the usual 
Dinghy Show representative for the 
RC Laser class couldn’t make it so 
I stepped in, and the other was my 
apparently boundless enthusiasm 
for all things model yachting.  Having 
made a bit of an impression on a 
few MYA people at the show I was 
asked by Keith Coxon to stand as 
Publicity Offi cer and I now fi nd myself 
conducting all sorts of MYA tasks, 
as well as meeting a whole raft of 
people who are involved in the sport, 
from the grass roots to world and 
national champions,  suppliers and 
members of Council.  From my base 

President Derek Priestley presented 

Seminars with the RYA. For several 

Outgoing Chairman Peter Stollery receives 
the Nuttall Trophy from President
Derek Priestley.

At the 012 AGM, the Syan Award was 
accepted for Alistair by Nick Cowern, and 
later presented to Alistair himself at the 
Buchanness Club

Robert Hobbs presented the Chris Dicks 
Trophy to Mike Dann.

enthusiast.  Unable to attend the AGM, 
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in Abersoch North Wales I operate a 
full size boatyard to which we bolted 
an RC Laser supply base and this year 
we are hoping to add classes to our 
supply portfolio. I race RC Lasers and 
IOM’s as well as currently renovating  a 
Starkers Marblehead!  

Let me help you!
So now, if you are holding an event 
and need some fl ags, banners etc to 
enhance the MYA presence there then 
please contact me and I will gladly 
send them down to you. Who knows, if 
the timing is right I might even turn up 
in person, complete with my bucketful 
of enthusiasm!
Tim Long.

From the London 
Dinghy Show
Tim Long tells us about this year’s 
show at Alexander Palace.

This was my fi rst year in charge of 
the organisation of the dinghy show 
on behalf of the MYA and my terms of 
reference as publicity offi cer looked 
pretty simple.  “Organise the MYA’s 
attendance at the dinghy show” In the 
words of Top Gear’s Jeremy Clarkson 
“How hard can it be?”  As it turns 
out it was rather more taxing than 
I’d fi rst imagined!  Planning began in 
earnest a month before the show with 
the organisation of a crew of willing 
volunteers to help run the stand on 
both days.  Mike Weston stepped 
in and brought a fl eet of boats for 
the reintroduced radio sailing pool 
and Roger Stollery, as ever, was 
keen to bring along rafts of boats 
and information including a very well 
built Prime Number loaned by Hugh 
McAdoo, his own Crazy Tube specced 
as an R10R and a plethora of Footies 
and a BottleBoat. 

I managed to organise my own IOM 
and RC Laser for the stand however 
we have always lacked a centrepiece 
for the stand and I was keen to have 
something to draw the crowds.  The 

answer was two A class yachts and I 
set about fi nding a vane A from some 
years back and a bang up to date RA 
so we  could have a “This is where we 
were 40 years ago, and this is where 
we are now” display.  

Mark Dicks came up with the vane 
A in the form of Alcazar, a sistership to 
Revolution designed by his late father 
Chris.  The RA was eventually provided 
by Vernon Appleton.  The Sword 
looked immaculate on a purpose made 
display stand constructed by Vernon’s 
dad Geoff who also attended both 
days to help out and at times took the  
microphone and commentated a few 
races on the pool!

Skandia Team GBR sailors Annie 
Lush & Kate Macgregor enjoyed some 
“stick time” under the guidance of one 
of our volunteers, Mike Ewart.

By the time the show opened on 
Saturday we had ten boats on our 
stand with another fi ve boats on 
display next to the pool and six boats 
on the pool.  Over the weekend there 
was much interest in what we had to 
show people and we saw a good few 
Olympic and Team GBR sailors visit 
both the stand and the pool.

Roger, as ever was a good draw 
for those in the know and we also had 
Dave Hollom on the stand both days 
which again created a draw for those in 
the know from the dinghy world. Both 
show days were busy, the radio sailing 
pool proved that it is a big crowd puller 

something to draw the crowds.  The 

Skandia Team GBR sailors Annie Lush & 
Kate Macgregor enjoyed some “stick time” 
under the guidance of one of our volunteers, 
Mike Ewart

the organisation of the dinghy show 

pool proved that it is a big crowd puller 

Mark Dicks at the Dinghy Show.  
Photo: Tim Long.
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and was busy from show opening on 
Saturday to close of play on Sunday 
evening.  As a way to get “fi ngers on 
sticks” it is second to none in my book.

Many thanks to 
those  who helped
Many, many thanks to those who 
attended to help out and also those of 
you who loaned boats for the stand; 
without you guys we simply couldn’t 
have created the impact that we did 
and your knowledge was invaluable 
throughout the weekend.
Tim Long

Editors Note.  Several ‘ full size’ club members 
approached us about setting up model yachting 
on their own waters and I believe we are 
going to see a lot more of this over the next 
year.

New Abington 
Park Model 
Yacht Club
The new  Abington Park Model 
Yacht Club is now into its fi rst year 
and developing rapidly. Situated in 

Abington Park in Northampton, the 
water has excellent all round access. 
The principal classes are the Footy, and  
RG65 of which there are strong fl eets, 
and the recently introduced Wee Nip.  
Chairman Peter Jackson tells us that 
newcomers are always welcome and 
members will often help new skippers 
to build or prepare their boats.  

Secretary: Peter Shepherd Email:  
peter.shepherd62@gmail.com
Web site http://apmyc.weebly.com/
december-23rd.html

Gordon Sears
I fi rst met Gordon at MYA Council 
meetings where I found him always 
approachable, endlessly encouraging 
and full of excellent advice based on 
long experience. I know that Gordon 
served for twelve years as Midland 
District Councillor and he will be greatly 
missed in that role and at Council 
meetings. His place in the District is 
taken by Bill Green, and the role of 
Midland District Measurer has passed 
to Martin Dovey. 
Charles Smith Ed.

New IOM 
certifi cation 
procedure
Following the issue of the new IOM 
Measurement Forms and procedures 
on 1 March 2013, the Technical Team 
has been questioned about the specifi c 
requirements of signing this form. This 
requires a ‘new’ signature on the new 
Certifi cation Measurement Form, in 
addition to the owner’s undertaking to 
maintain the boat in compliance with 
class rules and the Offi cial Measurer’s 
signature.
 We now have a clarifi cation of 
the requirements of the builder’s 
declaration from IOMICA.   This affects 
hull moulders, suppliers, boat builders, 
owners and Offi cial Measurers.  The 
clarifi cation is not yet on the IOMICA 
website, but has been released to the 
MYA and can be found on the website.  

Please refer to the MYA Knowledge 
Base > Technical documents > 
International One Metre > Builder’s 
declaration. 
MYA Technical Team 23/03/2013

MYA Club 
Locations Map
Using a programme called ‘Batchgeo’ 
and using the data retained in the 
Clubs List on the MYA web site we have 
developed a map that shows all the 
MYA Club lake locations in the UK. 

Assuming the data in the Clubs list 
is kept up to date then the locations 
on the maps should be correct. The 
MYA accepts no responsibility for 
any inaccuracies, as the data is that 
which has been input by District 
Councillors/Club Secretaries. It is 
therefore vital that District Councillors/
Club Secretaries ensure the data in the 
Club’s list is kept updated. 

The map shown can be accessed 
directly from the front page of the MYA 
web site or by adding the following 
link into your browser http://batchgeo.
com/map/MYA-Clubs. By clicking on 
this link the map will be displayed with 

each of the districts having markers in 
different colours.

By clicking on the marker details of 
the Club including contact details and 
sailing days become available if they 
have been supplied.

Further, by zooming in on a location 
the precise location can be identifi ed 
in the example of Brentwood MBC as 
shown on the map above.
Brentwood MBC
John Newton

and developing rapidly. Situated in 
addition to the owner’s undertaking to 
maintain the boat in compliance with 
class rules and the Offi cial Measurer’s 
signature.
 We now have a clarifi cation of 
the requirements of the builder’s 
declaration from IOMICA.   This affects 
hull moulders, suppliers, boat builders, 
owners and Offi cial Measurers.  The 
clarifi cation is not yet on the IOMICA 

Abington Park, Northampton.

MYA Club 

this link the map will be displayed with 

Diff erent colours for each MYA District
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Buchaness 
Web site Address
Ali Law tells us that there have been 
several requests for the Buchaness 
website address, so here it is:  http://
buchannessryc.wordpress.com/

Putting a 
Camera on board
Mike Dann recently put a camera on 
board Pete Lawley’s Mini 40 Trimaran 
and made a three  fi lms with a ‘birds 
eye view’ of the water at Gosport, 
including one of an end-over-end 
capsize.  They have been uploaded to 
U-Tube at    

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=mMvvh7TLPdk  and at 75 
Bluefi sh, also on U-Tube.

The camera was a GoPro Hero3 
recording to a mini-disc in HD at 
720pixels, and the photograph shows 
it mounted ready for use.

Go Pro Camera mounted on a multihull.  
Photo: Mike Dann

Renewing Personal 
Sail Numbers - 
Personal Sail numbers, administered  
by Alistair Law, now cost £15 for fi ve 
years.  Although three groups of sail 
number s (1 – 100) are issued in widely 
separated parts of the country, there 
is still a demand for them, especially 
amongst new owners.  So this is a 

reminder that if the numbers are not  
renewed at the end of the fi ve years, 
they will be offered to a new skipper 
automatically.  Contact Alistair Law at 
01779 372841 (before 9pm).

Editors note.  � ere is an article describing the 
workings of PNs in Acquaint 2009 Issue 2 to 
be found on the MYA Knowledge Base, and a 
.pdf of the rules.

Footy Class News
John Meredith has been the Registrar  
for a number of years and has seen 
the Class through many of its early 
development stages.  He is now 
standing down, and will be much 
missed. Peter Jackson has taken over 
the role and may be contacted at:  
avro1@btinternet.com 

Peter was the winner of the Footy 
Open League Championship Trophy 
presented for Sail Footy Uk, for 
the 2012 season.  The Trophy was 
presented at the 2012 AGM by 
Peter Shepherd.

From the archive
Thanks to Russell Potts I had the 
privilege of looking at the earliest 
surviving MYA Minute Book, dating 
from 1931. Neatly bound in leather 
the fi rst set of minutes (hand written 
by Norman Hatfi eld) included a list of 

registered boats for the period and it 
may be of interest to Members today.

A boats – 10
12 Metres - 88! 
18 Footers – which Russell tells me 
were complicated and didn’t last 
long – 29. 
36” - 13. 
6 Metre – 64, clearly popular

Then we come to the
10 Raters - 300!
10 M -. Continental Rule dating from 
the Anglo French regtta wars of 
1912/13 or thereabouts - 16
And 147 others

Archiving of more up-to date minutes 
is now on-going at the Surrey 
History Centre in the care of Gordon 
Edmundson’s team.

Charles Smith, Editor

MYA 
Registrations
MYA Technical Offi cer Roger Stollery 
reminds us that Class Registrars 
will issue registration numbers for 
MYA recognised classes only to MYA 
members.  The classes concerned 
are ‘A’ Boats, IOMs, 10 Raters, 
Marbleheads,  36”s,and  6 Metres. 

Olympic 
connection
The father of Olympic 470 sailor Saskia 
Clark, may join Chelmsford Radio Yacht 
Club Commodore  John Richmond tells 
us. Earlier this year he took advantage 
of the Club’s, ‘loan boat’ program and 
thoroughly enjoyed his day’s sailing.
Its always good to hear of Olympic connections 
– perhaps we will see Saskia sailing with us 
one day. Ed.

it mounted ready for use.
720pixels, and the photograph shows 

Edmundson’s team.
Charles Smith, Editor

Peter Shepherd presents the Footy League 
Trophy to Peter Jackson
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USA /UK  
Challenge Regatta  
programme
The American challenge team returns 
to Great Britain for the 2013 Challenge 
and the event will be reported in full in 
our Summer Edition.  Graham Reeves 
tells us 8 skippers are arriving from the 
States, and as usual sailing Vane 36s, 
and the venues will include Gosport  
MYBC  in their Centenary  year, and 
the boating lake at Llandudno with its 
spectacular view of the Great Orme. 

Details: Graham Reeves at  
graham@reevesmail.co.uk 
Dates: Gosport 8/9 June and 
Llandudno 15th/16th June.

Gosport MBYC 
celebrating its 
Centenary
Congratulations to the Gosport Model 
Yacht and Boat Club which celebrated 
a hundred years of model yachting 
this year, with a Club Centenary 
Championship over the weekend 14th-
16th May.   Robert Hobbs has prepared 
a history of the club, and we will be 
running a full report on the festivities 
and the history of this old established 
venue in our next edition. 
Ed.

Race Management 
& New Rules 
Seminar
Some 29 skippers and the MYA 
Chairman Keith Coxon attended the 
Race Management and New Rules 
Seminar hosted by the Eastern District 
MYA on Saturday 16th March. The 
Seminar started at 10.00 am and with a 
half hour lunch break continued 
until 4.00 pm.

Trevor Lewis, the current RYA 
Racing Committee Chairman and 
formerly Chairman of the Racing 
Rules Committee, was invited to 
give a presentation on the changes 
to Appendix E, which generated a 
number of questions which he has 
since referred back to the Racing Rules 
Committee for clarifi cation.

Other presentations on Race 
Management, Course Setting, HMS 

Scoring, Observer Guidance Notes 
and Protest Committees were given by 
Peter Sutton, Geoff Appleton, Henry 
Farley, John Newton and Graham 
Bantock respectively.

In addition, Keith Coxon the MYA 
Chairman gave a presentation on his 
view of the future of the MYA which 
was followed by an open discussion 
amongst all those present.

At the end of the Seminar, each of 
the participants was presented with a 
CD which contained the presentations 
and all the documents required to run 
an Open Meeting. Before leaving each 
participant was asked to complete 
an anonymous questionnaire with 
their comments. The vast majority 
expressed the view that the whole 
event was excellent and was well 
worth the 100 mile journey that one 
participant had undertaken to be 
present. 
John Newton

Gosport Club House.

Classic vane  ‘A’s back on the water ?
This shot of Allan Oxlade’s ‘Braema’r was taken during earlier experiments with 
‘radio rudder’.  It shows the position of the radio ‘cassette’ which would now 
include sail controls as well as rudder control. Photo:  Charles Smith

Discussions have been taking place amongst members of the Vintage Model 
Yacht Group and at Hampton Court MYC, suggesting  that Classic vane A’ 
Boats might be seen on the water more often if they were fi tted with temporary, 
removable, radio controls to both rudder and sails.  No alterations would be 
made to the boats other than the addition of a radio ‘cassette’ in the hatchway 
- easily removed to return the boat to its original state. The discussions are at a 
very early stage, but it is possible that fi ve or six boats fi tted out in this way will 

be sailing at Hampton Court on Wednesday 12th of June, to coincide with the 
visit of the American team which will be 

in the UK for the USA/UK 
Challenge Regatta.   
We understand from 
Graham Reeves that 
another four classic vane 
‘A’s are in the process of 
conversion.
Editor.

be sailing at Hampton Court on Wednesday 12th of June, to coincide with the 
visit of the American team which will be 

in the UK for the USA/UK 

Ed.
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