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This end of season Marblehead open 
event held on 1st November 2010, 
attracted 26 skippers from 11 clubs not 
only for a special celebration of the 30th 
anniversary of the Mermaid, but also of 
heat racing, pioneered at this event in 
1979.

Guildford MYC’s Abbey Meads lake 
near Thorpe Park, Chertsey was the 
venue for 12 races sailed in the most 
variable and initially very wet and windy 
weather, to decide the winner of the 
beautifully sculpted bronze Mermaid. 
All past winners were invited and fi ve 
took part including the fi rst winner, Tony 
Owens using the original winning boat, 
which together with a few other older 
boats added a special design interest.

Race offi cers Roger Stollery and Paul 
Midgley laid an 800-metre long upwind/
downwind course and in acknowledging 
the advances made in 30 years of 
Marblehead design, two windward 
marks were laid with the shorter course 
allowing the older boats to stay in 
contention. After the closest racing in 
highly variable conditions Peter Stollery 
was to take fi rst place from Martin 
Roberts by one point, with Brad Gibson 
third and Dennis Astbury fourth.

At the prize giving everyone received 
an engraved glass to mark the 30th 
Mermaid. Peter thanked Roger and 
the Guildford team for running the 
Mermaid for 30 years and his Nanna 
for sculpting the beautiful trophy. As 
well as prizes for the winners GMYC 
awarded the Vic Cooney trophy for the 
best veteran to Mark Dennis. As Peter 
had poor results in the fi rst 3 races, he 
was embarrassed to win the Ted Gearey 
award for the best 

improver, which is awarded for the 
best improvement on the results of 
those early races. Hugh McAdoo was 
disappointed to get radio problems in 
his brand new boat in the fi rst race, 
but then did sterling work in the rescue 
boat and won the ‘Tail end Trophy’ for 
fi nishing last. There were two special 
prizes for older boats from two distinct 
development periods, won by Tony 
Owens and Tim Townsend.

It was interesting to see very well 
sailed Marbleheads from different 
periods. The modern boats are much 
lighter and faster offwind, accelerating 
fast and marginal planing in a much 
lower windspeed, but there was less of 
a difference on the beat. 

Results:
1st Peter Stollery Guildford 
‘Crazy Tube Too’ (25)
2nd Martin Roberts Birkenhead 
‘Starkers’ (26)
3rd Brad Gibson Birkenhead 
‘Starkers’ (31).
4th Denis Astbury Chelmsford 
‘Rok’ (37) 
Ted Gearey Award for Best Improver 
– Peter Stollery
Vic Cooney Trophy for Best Veteran 
– Mark Dennis
Best pre 1980 boat 
– Tony Owens
Best pre 1991 boat 
– Tim Townsend
Roger Stollery

30th Marblehead 
Mermaid Trophy 
at Guildford

Paul Midgley
On the 27th of December 2009 
Guildford MYC’s Commodore Paul 
Midgley suffered a severe heart attack 
at Abbey Meads lake and died a few 
days later in St. Peter’s Hospital, 
Chertsey. He was in good form that 
morning as he helped to set up for 
the Brass Monkey, before collapsing 
suddenly.

GMYC members fi rst met Paul in 
1995 at Elstead Moat. He became an 
enthusiastic member, and was soon 
developing his sail making techniques 
to produce some really fi ne sails, a 
skill he was always keen to pass on 
with articles for the club website as 
well as ‘workshop sessions’ at our 
club evenings, which were always well 
attended and very much appreciated. 
He took on the job of Sailing Captain 
and as part of the committee he was 
one of the stalwarts of the club, always 
supporting events, evening meetings 
and gardening work-parties at the lake. 
He frequently took responsibility for 
the running of events acting as Race 
Offi cer, course setter or scorer and 
became Commodore in 2005. 

Indeed, he was a great technician 
and his interest in technical matters 
allowed him to become an Offi cial 
Measurer in 2002, later to become 
the Met and Southern District Senior 
Measurer, so joining the MYA’s 
technical team where he was always 
very pragmatic and full of ‘common 
sense’. We will all miss him.

I will personally miss him lots as we 
were always discussing crazy ideas, 
different ways of thinking about how to 
improve the performance of boats; the 
very essence of model yachting. He is 
greatly missed by his wife Valerie, his 
daughter Sarah, his son Simon and 3 
grandchildren.
Roger Stollery 9/1/2010
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Very close racing for the Mermaid Trophy 
at Abbey Meads.

Paul up to his knees in the lake as usual.


