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� e Footy Champs

RC Laser Nationals
- Eastbourne

Wicksteed Park MBC hosted the Footy 
Championships in August 2010. Eleven 
skippers took part in racing which 
proved to be a severe test both of boat 
handling and rig choice. The weather 
presented us with a drifter for much of 
the time when big rigs were favoured, 
and at others violent rainstorms and 
extreme gusts coming through which 
made the sailing with the bigger rigs a 
very risky business. Winning the Lost 
Rock Trophy was clearly not going to 
be easy.

On form skipper Hugh McAdoo 
chose the big rig set up and for much 
of the racing was way out in front often 
followed by Bill Green, both skippers 
sailing the Stollery ICE under the 
biggest available sail. Charles Smith, 
Peter Jackson and Peter Henderson 

vied for the next three 
places which in the end 
were separated by only four 
points. Race Offi cer Peter 
Hubbard and scorer Ian 
Apps kept us going so that 
the Championships could 
be decided on a full sixteen 
race set – but he relented at 
times for drying out periods 
as the rain drowned both 
electrics and competitors. 
Paul Strong and Martin Dale 
from the host club acted as marshals 
kept us up to scratch. A most enjoyable 
day which ran like clock work at an 
excellent venue in Wicksteed Park. 

Results: 1st Hugh McAdoo. 15 (ICE), 
2nd Bill Green (ICE) 47, 3rd Charles 
Smith 48 (ICE) 4th Peter Jackson 49. 

Complete details may be found 
on the MYA Web site at 
www.mya-uk.org.uk

Note: Experimental work is being 
done with in the class to set a limit on 
the size of the ‘big’ rigs. 
See page 8 for more details

The Championships were held over two days, 24th and 25 the August 2010. The 
event was hosted by the Eastbourne DCM and attracted 31 entries including two 
skippers from Belgium. The initial racing decided on seeding which gave three 
fl ights per race and over the two days thirteen races were completed. In shifting 
wind conditions the series was lead by John Tushingham with six fi rst places 

The R36 Championships were hosted 
by the Bournville club on 2nd October 
2010 and thirteen skippers were to start 
the day in light SE winds under the care 
of PRO Richard Cole. The early races 
were held over a port rounding course 
which was to be changed later in the 
morning to give a longer run down the 
far side of the lake. The afternoon saw 
a small increase in wind strength and 
Richard increased the length of the 
course somewhat moving the start 
line to the bottom of the lake. Vernon 
Appleton took early honours closely 
followed by local skipper Chris Harris. 
Martin Dovey was well in contention at 
this stage but had the early misfortune 
to get hooked up around a 
submerged branch.

Tricky conditions 
in the afternoon
The afternoon racing saw the wind 
drop again to back and fi ll providing 
very tricky conditions. Chris Harris 
came into his own and dominated 
the afternoon’s racing whilst Noel 
Donaldson took the opportunity to 
mount a strong challenge.  Fourteen 
races were completed by 4.00 pm 
when Richard called a halt. Chris Harris 
had sailed consistently throughout, 
never falling bellow third place and so 
was to take the Championship, with 
Vernon Asppleton second and Noel 
Donaldson in third place after the 
afternoon charge. 

Chris won the Yard of Ale Trophy (a 
considerable trophy which comes in 
its own packing case!) The Nat West 
Bowl, presented for the highest placed 
skipper not a former winner was to be 
taken by Mike Harris. John Newey was 
the starter for the event and looked 
after scoring whilst John Bant and Paul 
Symons acted as observers. In all it 
was a most enjoyable day in conditions 
which were sometimes 
very challenging.
Based on a report by Gordon Sears 
with many thanks.

� e R36 Nationals
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� e 10 Rater National 
Championships 
- � e Round Pond 16-17 March 2010
The 2010 10 Rater National 
Championships were hosted by the 
MYSA at the Round Pond in Kensington 
Gardens – an event which attracted a 
considerable crowd particularly on the 
Sunday. It was a two day event; the 
weather on Saturday had been mixed 
but generally provided good sailing 
conditions. On Sunday the sun came 
out and the wind fell somewhat and 
shifted a good deal, providing Race 
Offi cer Lester Gilbert with several 
problems – at one point he told us that 
the direction was swinging through 
forty degrees. By the end of the day 
it was very light indeed. The round 
pond is an attractive venue although 
competitors had to be a little careful 
of the sloping edge and the club had 
cordoned off stretches of the walkway 
to provide a control area.

The Championship attracted 
eighteen competitors with, as usual 
a strong contingent from France. 
The racing was held as two fl eets, 
promoting six after each event and 
Lester Gilbert was able to call on a 
full team of observers for each race 
whilst Lorna Bantock looked after the 
complex scoring arrangements. Lester 
was often to be seen on the water 
moving marks as the wind shifted 
yet again.

As it turned out this was to be 
the year of the French, with Patrice 
Montero of the S.N Bandol sailing 
consistently well to take fi rst place by 
six points from Graham Bantock, to 
be followed by another French skipper 
Yannick Rossignol into third place. 

The fi rst three boats were all Bantock 
designs – Prizm and Diamond - they 
were followed into fourth place by Peter 
Wiles sailing his own design, Tension. 

After the racing prizes were 
presented at The MYSA clubhouse 
and the competitors invited to attend 
the next Nationals to be held here in 
2011 for which details can be had from 
Graham Frazer of the the MYSA.

Results after 12 races: 1st Patrice 
Montero (21) 2nd Graham Bantock (27) 
3rd Yannick Rossignol (40) and 4th 
Peter Wiles (43.5)

Caption reads: RC Lasers underway in diffi  cult shifting 
conditions.  Photo Dave Fowler.

overall and fi ve seconds in a very consistent performance. 
Ken Binks was to follow with another consistent performance 
which included fi ve fi rsts, to be followed into third place by 
Trevor Binks with Buzz Coleman only one point behind, and 
Dave Fowler only a further three points adrift – tight racing 
indeed!

Eastbourne ran an excellent series and the prizes were 
presented by Eastbourne’s Deputy Mayor. Complete details of 
the event and a series of photographs by Dave Fowler may be 
found through the RC Laser web site at www.rclaser.org.uk

Patrice Montero Receives the cup 
from MYSA Secretary Graham Frazer. 
Photo: Charles Smith

Patrice Montero leads in 
very light airs. Photo: Charles Smith
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