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Race Reports 

Marblehead 
Mermaid at Guildford

This long-established end of season Marblehead 
open was held at Guildford MYC’s Abbey 
Meads lake near Thorpe Park, Chertsey on 9th 
November. Sixteen entries from 11 clubs enjoyed 
16 races in superb conditions to decide the 
winner of the beautifully sculpted bronze 
Mermaid Trophy.  

Initially an increasing, variable and gusty southerly wind 
blew straight down the lake parallel to the control area. 
This allowed the biggest rigs to power these light, narrow, 
stable, Formula 1 fl ying machines close to their maximum 
planing speeds. After the lunch break 16mph winds, a bit 
more westerly, made the downwind pressure too much for 
some and most changed to lower aspect full area B and C 
rigs which allowed even more offwind speed.

Race offi cers Roger Stollery and Paul Midgley laid an 
800-metre long upwind/downwind course with a leeward 
gate, which helped to avoid collisions at the highest speed 
end of the course and everyone enjoyed this. The racing 
was very close at times, and there were 6 different 
race winners.

The fi rst race was won by Chris Harris, making a 
welcome return to the class, sailing a wooden extended 
‘Triple Crown’ design, with Peter Stollery second. Not 
content with second Peter won Race 2 and then repeated 
this pattern of fi rsts and seconds for the next 6 races, 
upsetting the pattern only in Race 9 by winning two races 
on the trot!  He was sailing his all carbon circular sectioned 
‘Crazy Tube Too’ and made full use of its Swing Rig power 
by tacking downwind in the lifts and keeping on the plane 
for longer.  Other race winners were Rob Walsh in Race 3, 
Roy Stevens in Race 5, Roy Pearson in Race 7.

After lunch Races 10 and 11 were won by Roy Pearson 
and Peter Stollery respectively, with National Champion 
Rob Walsh winning Race 12.  John Cleave won Race 13 
and was second to Peter in the next, leaving Rob Walsh to 
return to form and win the last 2 races with his powerful 
‘Starkers’ design. In Race 15 special mention must be made 
of newcomer to the class, Hugh Cripps from Canterbury 
MBC, who fi nished second sailing a ‘Monarch’ design, 
which he moulded himself in carbon fi bre using his 
own moulds.

As well as prizes for the winners GMYC awards the Vic 
Cooney trophy for the best veteran and the Ted Gearey 
award for the best improver. The latter is awarded for the 
best improvement on the results of the fi rst 3 races. There 
was a tie between 4 boats with a two-place improvement 
with young C J Vice close behind with a single place 
improvement.  John Cleave won both these prizes with 
Allan Oxlade winning the special GMYC prize for fi nishing 
last, without whose support there would be no winners. 
At the prizegiving the race team, which included Ron 
Perkins from Woodley were thanked for running another 
good Mermaid event.

Results:
1st Peter Stollery Guildford ‘Crazy Tube Too’ 22,  2nd Rob 
Walsh Fleetwood ‘Starkers’ 40,  3rd Chris Harris Bournville 
‘Triple Crown +’ 44,  4th Roy Pearson Guildford ‘Rok’ 53,  
5th John Cleave Ryde ‘Skalpel’ 56,  6th Rob Vice Guildford 
‘Crazy Tube Too’ 67,  7th Roy Stevens Killingworth 
‘Starkers’ 71,  8th Vernon Appleton Chelmsford ‘Monarch’ 
88,  9th Roger Pearce Woking ‘Paradox’ 100,  10th Alf 
Reynolds Chelmsford ‘Paradox’ 105,  11th Martin Crysell 
Guildford ‘Rok’ 106, 12th Craig Humphries Leicester 
‘Starkers’ 113,  13th Hugh Cripps Canterbury ‘Monarch’ 
162,  14th Mark Mortimore Guildford ‘Roar Edge’ 222,  
15th CJ Vice Guildford ‘Roar Edge’ 227,  16th Allan Oxlade 
Woodley ‘Triple Crown +’ 234.
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Market Bosworth  
Winter Series Midland  
District Series
Weather forecasters are often accused of 
not being very accurate, with high winds, rain 
and occasional snow showers forecast, the 14 
skippers who started were wishing that Sunday 
was going to be day when they were wrong but 
unfortunately they were spot on!

The morning started with a covering of snow for many, 
and the start was slightly delayed as the heavy rain dented 
the enthusiasm of even the most committed. As forecast 
though by 10.00am the worst had started to pass over and 
OOD Gordon Sears attempted to set a challenging course.

Whilst the 1st few races were a little processional, 
they allowed some of the less familiar names to get good 
results, with Darin Ballington, Laurie Brown and Paul 
Stubbs, recording high results.

After a short break, to alter the course again, the 
fleet started out under darkening skies. Not more than 2 
minutes into the race, a front swept across the lake, with 
gusts later measured at over 30mph. This decimated the 
fleet with boats racing off in all directions under very little 
control. Gordon had no option but to abandon the race. 
As skippers changed down their rigs, the heavens opened 

and through consensus racing was delayed until after lunch. 
By comparison the afternoon was incident free, with a 
constant No 2 rig wind, interspersed with sharp showers 
which altered the direction of the wind.

It was good to see so many skippers attending, with a 
good balance of results. 

5 skippers registered wins, with Tony Edwards recording 
the most wins, only to be let down by equipment failure, 
Laurie, Darin and Pete Moore, all had 2 wins a piece. Don 
Charlesworth being the other winning skipper.

Pete Moore deservedly came out on top, with the 
greatest consistency, his lowest finish being 4th place.

RM Veterans Championship 
19th October 2008.
Eight skippers with a total age of 542 years sailed 
the RM Veterans Champions at Cotswold Model 
Yacht Club on the Cotswold Sailing Club Lake in 
the Cotswold Water Park, Gloucestershire. The 
forecast was for a cloudy day with an increasing 
wind.  This proved correct starting with a light 
but cold wind and a couple of sunny spells building 
to a F5 at the end of the day.  The increasing 
breeze led to a lot of sail changes during the 
day and the occasional retirement following 
rig failures and broaches as skippers held on to 
big rigs for the conditions.  A total of 18 races 
around a long triangular course were sailed with 
Simon Clarke as OOD from the host club and me 
keeping the scores.

The first race started just after 10am and was quite 
ragged with a few bumps as the skippers settled into 
sailing and the course.  During the morning races things 
settled down with the top three skippers swapping places 
amongst themselves to finish the morning in the order of 
Peter Popham, Mick Shillington and David Gunson.  

The afternoon session of eight races saw Mick 
Shillington consistently sailing well and Peter Popham and 
David Gunson suffering declining fortunes as sail changes 
and strong gusts caused problems for them. The rest 
of the fleet continued to swap places as gusts caused 

broaches and rig failures.  Alf Reynolds kindly paddled again 
to retrieve another grounded yacht and was rewarded 
with three third and three first places in the last six races.

The final positions were calculated with three discards 
as follows:
Mick Shillington  31points Bourneville
Peter Popham 39points Three Rivers
David Gunson 48points Lincoln
Martin Houlton 56points Solent
David Wilkinson 64points Cotswold
Alf Reynolds 66ponts Chelmsford
Hugh Cripps 82points Canterbury
Derek Barratt 85points Solent

The trophy was presented to Mick with chocolates and 
a book by Sir Robin Knox Johnson (another veteran sailor) 
and chocolates and book by Paul Heiney (last skipper 
to complete the Corinthian Transatlantic). On receiving 
his trophy Mick thanked the 
host club for organising the 
event and a good days sailing. 
The age minus points tin of 
biscuits was also won by Mick. 
Skippers packed up and made 
their way home just as the  
rain started. 
Ivan Kirk

The trophy is presented to  

Mick Shillington
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Fred’s Big Toephy

Ten skippers entered for this event 
which was held for the second 
time at the Abbey Meads water of 
the Guildford MYC.  Sixteen races 
were run during the day by Race 
Offi cer Martin Crysell and his team 
in predominantly light airs.  The 
event was won Rob Vice sailing the 
new Stollery AWK design (17 in the 
photographs) which was proving to 
be very fast on its fi rst outing.  The 
fl eet was remarkable for the variety 
of designs and the event attracted 
travellers from across the country.  
A full report will be found in our next 
issue.

Places  1st Rob Vice (AWK) 2nd 
Roger Stollery (ANT) 3rd Gary 
Sanderson 4th Richard Alford.

Rob Vice, winner of the Fred’s Big Toephy at 

its second running, sailing an AWK 

Photo: Roger Stollery

The tightly packed fl eet at the start. 

Photo Roger Stollery

Fifteen boats assembled at Chelmsford’s lake at Channels for 
the fi rst Marblehead ranking event of 2009. Race Offi cer George 
Beacroft set a beating-running course with an offset mark at the 
windward end that remained for the rest of the day with minor 
adjustment.  With 10mph westerly wind the weather was dry until 
about 3.00pm when slight drizzle started. Top suit was the order 
throughout with one exception and racing was sailed in a 
single fl eet.

Graham Bantock sailed fast and very consistently with his Rok winning nine 
of the fourteen races and was thirty points clear of the second placed boat at 
the end of the day.  Mark Dennis started and fi nished strongly but screwed 
up a couple of races in the middle of the day, Peter Stollery started slowly but 
recovered ground steadily, and John Cleave, Roy Stevens and Rick Buxton sailed 
consistently so these fi ve were always in contention for the next four places.

In the last race Mark squeezed past Peter on the fi nishing line to grab second 
place (46pts), Peter third (47pts), John fourth (53pts), Roy Stevens fi fth (55pts) 
and Rick Buxton sixth (57pts).  There was just one protest,  from Graham 
when his jib was detached at the start of the 12th race (by an errant boat 
barging down the line) and a leeward boat was deemed not to have given him 
time and opportunity to keep clear.
Thanks to our race team Phil Playle, Anne Dennis, John Richmond 

Top half of the RM Ranking list 
 
 

Marbleheads at Chelmsford.  Photo: Phil Playle

Marbleheads at Chelmsford 
Eastern District National Ranking 
Sunday 15th February 2009

RM UK Ranking List
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Last Updated by HF17-02-09 Finishing Positions Ranking Points RANKING

653 Martin Houlton Solent 10 0 0 0 0 31 0 0 0 0 ## 31 30
1111 Mark Holt Chelmsford 0 0 0 0 12 0 0 0 0 21 ## 21 31
890 David Croom Chelmsford 13 0 0 0 14 8 0 0 0 7 ## 15 32
1064 Paul Midgley Guildford 12 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 0 0 ## 15 33
1109 Pete Beddows Manor Park 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 10 0 ## 10 34
2260 Mark Mortimore Guildford 14 0 19 11 0 1 0 1 1 0 ## 3 35
392 Bernie McNulty Birkenhead 0 RO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ## 0 36
895 George Beacroft Chelmsford 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ## 0 36
113 Graham Allen Two Islands 0 0 0 RO 0 0 0 0 0 ## 0 36
1135 Jeff Hill Fleetwood 0 0 RO 0 0 0 0 0 0 ## 0 36
62 John Buckley Birkenhead 0 RO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ## 0 36

165 Tony Edwards Leicester 0 0 0 RO 0 0 0 0 0 ## 0 36

41 Skippers in List Size of Fleet 14 13 19 11 15

Unbroken Ties
Ties broken where possible - See Rules
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