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The forecast was for a bright, cold day, with fractious 
northerly winds swinging between NE and NW.  For once the 
met offi ce was spot on, and the day’s sailing was diffi cult in 
the shifty top suit winds.  The 5 boat fl eet made up in quality 
for its lack of numbers,and included two past championship 
winners and some very competitive boats.  Two complete 
rounds were sailed, and by lunchtime Peter Fothergill and 
Mervyn Cook were clear ahead, having avoided losing a 
single board.  The afternoon’s racing was less clear cut, with 
Graham and Shaun Wyeth winning boards, as well as Bruce 
Prole, who was sailing the vintage Long Pig.  However, by 
the end of racing Peter and Mervyn hung on to their lead to 
win from Graham by three points.

The results showed that Graham 
had won most windward boards, with 21 points, and in 
the downwind legs Peter and Mervyn won most downwind 
boards 14 points, ahead of Shaun with 10.
Ist      32 points    Peter Fothergill and Mervyn Cook
2nd    29 points    Graham Wyeth  and John Gale
3rd     22 points    Shaun Wyeth and Mike Dann
With thanks to Mervyn Cook

Vane A Met & Southern 
Championship
20th June 2010

Radio Marblehead Nationals
3-4 April 2010

Vane A Met & Southern 

Mervyn Cook launches the new lightweight No 44.
Photo: Jacque Cook

Competitors gather for a windy RM Nationals
Photo: John Richmond

The RM Championships attracted 
17 skippers from 7 clubs including 
3 skippers from France, not only to 
determine the National Champion but 
also for the ‘Team Of Three (TOT)’ 
Championship. Chelmsford RYC’s lake 
at Channels near Chelmsford, Essex 
was the venue for 20 races on the fi rst 
day and another 14 on the second 
day giving a total of 34 races sailed in 
relatively dry conditions but a variable 
wind. On the second day the wind was 

to pick up and provide hard sailing 
conditions. Race Offi cers Graham 
Bartholomew and George Beacroft 
from the host club had their work cut 
out providing a testing course for the 
17 competitors as the wind veered, 
skippers racing as a single fl eet. 

After the third race on day one, the 
skippers were split into fi ve teams 
of three, with Peter Stollery and 
Graham Bantock volunteering not to 
be included in the ‘Team Of Three’ 

Championship. After the fi rst four 
races Peter Stollery and Mark Dennis 
appeared to be the pace setters 
and only one point separated all fi ve 
teams. For the national championship 
however, Graham Bantock was trailing 
Peter by only four points and it was 
obvious the championship winner was 
going to be between these two. 

Sunday provided a much stronger 
wind and from a more northerly 
direction and not all of the collisions 
ended well. Two boats had to be 
withdrawn and two were repaired. 

Sunday’s racing was dominated 
by Graham Bantock who won all 
but 2 races to clinch the National 
Championship followed by Peter 
Stollery second, and Denis 
Astbury third in a close fi nish with 
Di Crescenzo Gilles. 

The TOT’s Championship 
although close to start with, 
resulted in a clear win for Mark 
Dennis, Roy Stevens and Vernon 
Appleton, followed by Dennis 
Astbury, Roger Stollery and Alf 
Reynolds.   

A detailed report of the event 
may be found on the MYA web site 
at www.mya-uk.org.uk
With thanks to John RichmondCompetitors gather for a windy RM Nationals

wind. On the second day the wind was 

Sunday’s racing was dominated 
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Bournville MYPB once again hosted the event, which attracted 
11 competitors including skippers from Woodspring, Guildford 
and Gosport.  The fi rst day opened with light variable winds 
which were to give way on the second day to blustery weather 
mainly from the South East. Overnight Alex Austin from the 
Guildford club rose from third place to take the Championship 
sailing a Scrooloose of his own design. The fi nal points were 
close; Graham Reeves of Bournville coming in to second place 
only three points behind, closely followed by Peter Hopkins 
also of the Bournville club a further two points adrift.

This year the championships were hosted by 
Coalhouse MYC and sailed on their lake at 
Coalhouse Fort,  East Tilbury.  The event was 
open to both GBR and overseas competitors 
who were also members of the Association.  
Twenty two skippers took part of whom twelve 
were UK based.  The weather was warm 
and sunny.  RO Geoff Appleton managed 
fi fteen races sailed as two heats in mostly 
lightish and variable winds which are typical 
of the Coalhouse venue.  A rigs were used 
throughout.

Jose Oedro Pinherio of CNC Portugal 
was to take fi rst place and the Open 
Championship (24pts) closely followed Peter 
Spence of Coalhouse MYC who became the 
UK Champion with 26 points,  Joao Ramos 
also from CNC Portugal, sailed in third place 
with 34 points.

Vane 36 Nationals  
10-11 April 2010

Micro Magic Championships   
5-6 June 2010

Alex Austin’s boat awaits its turn
Photo: Don Green

77 and 17 at the start 
Phtoto: Don Green

also of the Bournville club a further two points adrift.

Twenty two skippers took part of whom twelve 

also from CNC Portugal, sailed in third place 

Micro Magic Championships   

Jose Pinherio’s 
winning boat

A heat gets underway

A report, a full list of competitors and a table of 
points scored may be found on the Bournville web 
site at http://www.bournville-mypb-club.org.uk/  
With thanks to Richard Cole.
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West Kirby Sailing Club hosted the 
IOM Nationals on the 29th-31st of May 
this year. Peter Stollery was to act as 
race offi cial throughout and some 72 
competitors took part. The entries 
included strong contingents from 
Germany, the Netherlands and as far 
a fi eld as Malta, but the event was to 
be won by a Croatian entry followed 
into second and third place by GBR 
skippers. West Kirby is of course the 
venue for the World Championships in 
2011 and the Nationals this year gave 
several skippers a fi rst taste of sailing 
on the West coast. 

Lots of wind 
on day two
It seemed fairly calm on the fi rst day if 
wet, and skippers were into top rigs. 
However, on Sunday the wind was 
to blow hard, sometimes very hard, 
producing at times quite dramatic 
conditions. Clearly storm rigs were to 
be the order of the day and reliability in 
the high winds was to be at a premium 
if boats were to survive the event. As 
one competitor put it – “going down 
wind to the gate was hairy, with boats 
half surfi ng down the backs of the 
swell.” Fortunately the high winds 
had mostly blown out by Monday and 
skippers once again began to change 
up into top suites. 
Yes, it blew hard! 
Pitching at mark number 2 on an incoming 
wave. Photo: Hanneke Gillissen

A win for 
Zvonko Jelacic 
At the end of three days of racing in 
conditions which had tested the skill of 
the skippers to the limit, the event was 
won by Zvonko Jelacic from Croatia 
sailing a Bantock designed Pikanto 
(No 35) and running up only 58 points 
for the meeting. 

He was followed into second place 
by John Tushingham of Keighley, 
sailing a David Creed designed Lintel. 
A second Lintel was to take third 
place in the hands of MYA President 
Derek Priestley sailing for Fleetwood.  
Brad Gibson took fourth place sailing 
a David Creed Widget and Pierluigi 
Puthod was to come fi fth for Italy 
sailing an Obsession. 

A mix of designs
Remarkably there were only twelve 
points separating the fi rst fi ve boats. 
It was interesting that the fi rst ten 
boats were to include a mix of designs: 
3 Pikanto’s, 2 Lintels, a Widget, an 
Obsession and a Viper. It is also 
interesting to note the advance of 
2.4 GHz, now used by over half the 
competitors.

Despite or perhaps because of the 
mixed conditions, the competitors 
greatly enjoyed the event which was 
organised by Trevor Jenkins, Graham 
Allen and Peter Stollery, and run with 
great effi ciency by the volunteers of the 
West Kirby Club.

A full list of competitors and the 
individual stories of some of the 
skippers may be found on the MYA web 
site at www.mya-uk.org.uk by clicking 
Go in the Racing Matters section of the 
Home Page

boats were to include a mix of designs: 

IOM Nationals 2010 
at West Kirby Sailing Club
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