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Vane 6m revival
Mike Harris tells us that there is now a 
resurgence of interest in the 6M as a 
vane sailing boat and that he hopes to 
see a dozen boats or more at the V6M 
Championships at Bournville on October 
23rd. A number of these are already in 
the hands of Bournville skippers and 
boats are expected from Hampton 
Court and from Gosport. Anthony 
Warren (events organiser for the Vintage 
Model Yacht Group) tells us that he is 
seeing a revival of interest in vintage 6M 
prepared for vane sailing – particularly 
the boats of the 50s and 60s - and 
hopes to organise two events for V6Ms 
this year - dates will be on the VMYG 
web site. He hopes to have vintage and 
classic boats at the Championship in 
October where the older and modern 
boats can sail together. Graham Reeves 
reinforced Anthony’s comments and 
told us that vintage and classic boats 
are both welcome, and expected, at the 
October Championships.

Free sailing rules 
now updated
The long expected re-write and tidy 
up of the Rules of Free Sailing has 
now been completed and will reinforce 
the role of the Offi cer of the Day. Mike 
Harris provides a snapshot of the two 
principal areas which affect the day to 
day running of vane events. 

The fi rst concerns the defi nition of 
start and fi nish times and of waterside 
conduct 

The race offi cer’s authority over • 
start and fi nish times has now been 
defi ned. (Defi ned in Section 5.2.)
And his role in exercising penalties • 
for bad conduct – and for bad 
language at the waterside - has now 
been defi ned on the fi rst page of the 
Free Sailing Rules (See Section D, on 
Page 1, Fundamental Rules)

The second area is that of starting and 
poling-off. (Defi ned in Section 8)

At the start a competitor may only • 
impart steerage way to his boat, not 
as Mike puts it - “give it an almighty 
shove”. This has now been better 
defi ned. 

When the boat comes to the shore • 
side and needs to be re-trimmed, 
particularly in light winds, the skipper 
may impart only enough impetus to 
provide steerage way and prevent 
the boat immediately returning to the 
bank. (Defi ned in Section 8.2) 
Poling off when going to windward • 
has also been a contentious issue in 
the past, and once again had been 
redefi ned so that the boat must not 
leave the bank more quickly than it 
came in. (Defi ned in Section 11.3)

With these improved defi nitions race 
offi cers have fi rmer ground on which to 
stand. The full text of the Free Sailing 
Rules is available on the MYA web site 
at www.mya-uk.org.uk Sign into the 
Members area and follow these links: 
[Knowledge Base] [Race Management] 
[Free Sailing]

America calling 
the V36s

Graham Reeves in America. 
Note the Palm trees! Photo: Graham Reeves

The biennial UK/USA Challenge 
Regatta for Vane 36s will be held in 
the USA in October of 2011. It will be 
run over two weekends, the fi rst at the 
New York Model Yacht Club in Central 
Park, and second at Marblehead, 
Massachusetts. Between the two, visits 

may be arranged to the Mystic Seaport 
Museum and the Herreshoff Museum 
and there is a possibility of communal 
transport. A team of six skippers visited 
the UK last year and we should make 
a good showing in return. Graham 
Reeves is organising the UK team and 
will be glad to have preliminary talks 
with skippers who might be available to 
go, with the object of fi rming up a team 
by November of this year. If by that time 
we fi nd that we are unable to raise a 
team, say a minimum of six skippers - 
of which three are already interested, - 
- the UK involvement will have to called 
off. Please make a start by telephoning 
Graham at 01789 751800 or emailing 
graham@reevesmail.co.uk (It would be 
a pity to cancel because this is a nice 
bunch of people and Graham tells me 
that they are building boats specifi cally 
for the event. Ed.)

Hampton Court 
prepares for vane 
sailing

Secretary Laurie Bower tells us that 
there has been extensive reworking of 
the “far end” at the Rick Pond where 
launching slopes a have now been 
provided on the south eastern side and 
a shallow underwater causeway has 
been built across the full width of the 
pond. At the club house end the reeds 
have been cut back and a similar gently 
sloping area has been prepared. The 
prevailing wind at the Rick is mostly 

Vane Sailing Matters

Acquaint © MYA Mar 2010 Issue 2



Material restrictions
Now where does all this leave us as model yacht skippers. Clearly the planning 

and design elements can be approached through boat building projects and 
mostly smallish boats may be built using the tools and skill the children now 
have. Restrictions on the use of epoxies might prove to be a problem, but 
weatherproof PVAs are available and hot melt glues. In some schools vacuum 
forming machinery might be available but again restrictions on materials have to 
be considered.

 Obviously high density materials for keel bobs are a continuing problem 
which might be solved by parents sourcing and providing keel bobs already 
encapsulated. Steel is permitted in schools but the job of shaping steel to good 
hydrodynamic profi le is almost certainly a step too far.

� e club approach
Specialist clubs are a fact of school life – drama, chess, tennis – if school 

boatbuilding is to succeed it might fl ourish best as a club activity supported by 
parents. This is particularly true in these straightened times when materials, 1mm 
ply for example, cannot easily be sourced from the school budget. Keel bobs 
we have talked about, and unless there are local facilities for vane sailing, the 
electronics will also have to be sourced from home. Since the price of electronic 
sets has tumbled in recent years this should not be a barrier. 

For a club to be formed 
we can help in two ways:
With direct assistance…
We should offer to assist the club leader with free plans, with technical advice, 
with specialist tools jigs or moulds, and agree to talk to the children if asked. 
Several likely boats spring to mind including the Footy, the RG 56, the Wee Nip 
and the Strathclyde One Design.

…and with the off er of sailing water.
If the school has no swimming pool, or there are H&S restrictions for its use, then 
we should considering offering the use of our own club waters. Of course we 
would have to operate under Child Protection Guidelines, and any rules imposed 
by the school – the use of buoyancy aids by the waterside for example - but by 
consultation with the school authorities these things can be worked out.

� e message 
then is…
Talk to your local technology department – offer your help in setting up a 
Boatbuilding Club. Persuade like minded parents to buy materials and the 
necessary electronics – and then offer the use of your own waters. If at this point 
your club will agree to provide a competition for the children then so much the 
better.

I am indebted to Mrs Claire Giles and her colleagues at Rodborough Specialist Technology School 
for information about classroom work and suggestions for the development of boatbuilding in 
schools. We will be running an article on moulding processes in schools in the next edition. 
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SW and pretty much along the length 
of the pond. With these changes the 
Rick Pond returns to the shape that it 
had in Henry VIII’s time and it is less 
infl uenced by the more recent avenue 
of trees. In recent years Hampton Court 
has been mainly a radio sailing club but 
Laurie hopes that vane sailing, for long 
a tradition at the Rick Pond, will now 
make a come back. Vane sailing will 
take place on Saturdays and skippers 
are welcome to bring their vane boats 
both vintage and modern. (Waders 
essential Ed.)

Reeves gear
Graham Reeves has recently designed 
a modifi ed version of the Clem Edwards 
gear and has provided a very limited 
number for keen skippers: here is 
an example.

Gosport
Gosport continues to provide practice 
racing for vane skippers on Friday 
mornings mostly 36s, and formal racing 
on one Saturday each month for the 
36s and on one Sunday each month 
for Vane As. All are welcome. Mervyn 
Cook tells us that Gosport will be 
staging a special Trophy event for V36s 
on the 16th October, details available 
from Mervyn at 02392 462165. Asked 
how vane sailing was developing 
at Gosport he told us that the main 
problem was not a shortage of boats 
but a shortage of crews – mates that 
is. So step forward please and team up 
with Gosport skippers. No experience 
needed and as Mervyn says ‘tuition 
will be given’. (On a serious note there 
is no better way of learning the fi ne art 
of sail trimming than by crewing for an 
experienced vane skipper. Ed). 

The results of the Met & Southern 
As, Vane 36 Nationals and the Pugwash 
Trophy are given on pages 17.

an example.
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