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Coping with weed growth at 
Gosport MY&BC
Weed management trials at Gosport MY&BC

� e problem 
In past years, Gosport MY&BC’s 
lake has generally been weed-
free.  Not entirely however, and in 
correspondence from as long ago as 
1920 the club berates the Council for 
failing to solve the problem!   Gosport 
lake is brackish and fed with sea-
water from the adjoining creek.  It is 
normally an opaque greeny colour, 
but in the Autumn of 2010 the water 
became clear, encouraging rampant 
weed growth over the next few months.  
By summer 2011 the weed prevented 
racing, necessitating a search for an 
effective solution.

The lake is subject to an SSSI 
affording protection to a colony of 
rare shrimps.  Any proposal for weed 
control had to be negotiated with 
and formally permitted by Natural 
England (NE), and be acceptable to 
our landlords, Gosport Council (GBC).  
NE’s restrictions have full legal force, 
and the lake is regularly monitored.  
Ignoring the terms would result in a 
hefty fi ne.   Before negotiation could 
begin the committee had to persuade 
NE that there was a valid reason to cull 
the weed.  Even after their acceptance 
of the club’s situation NE still insisted 
that weed should continue to grow on 
the lake-bed.

Following the initial agreement with 
NE the lake was weed-free during 2012.  
However early in 2012 the feeder valve 
from the creek jammed, and by the 
end of the season, after a very rainy 
autumn, the water was virtually fresh.  
Despite all this the lake continued to 
be weed-free.  The valve was replaced 
in the spring of 2013 and salinity levels 
increased.  But once again the water 
became clear and weed re-appeared 
with a vengeance. The problem was 
further complicated by the existence of 
three different varieties of weed, with 
differing habitat tolerances.  

Seeking a solution
Research showed that various 
approaches had been used 
elsewhere, including ultra-sonics, 
cropping, the introduction of 
carp, and herbicides, effective 
but now banned by the EEC.  
The best option appeared to 
be the use of dye colourants, 
known to be harmless to marine 
life even in exaggerated doses.   
This approach had been used 
world-wide, the most high 
profi le application being the 
weed-bound rowing lakes at 
the Beijing Olympics. Dyes 
work by reducing penetration 
of light to the lake bed, 
stunting any weed growth, 
which remains close to the 
bottom.  This complied with 
NE’s requirement that healthy 
weed should remain in the 
lower parts of the lake, as the 
shrimps feed on it.    

Initial negotiations
In initial negotiations, NE 
were reluctant to agree to 
allow the use of dye in case 
it might harm the shrimps.  
Only after months of negotiation were 
they persuaded to accept a limited 
trial for a year.  Indeed, it was not until 
NE visited the club and were shown 
around the boat-house that the NE staff 
realised that model yacht racing was a 
serious and highly technical sport, and 
that the committee was prepared to 
accept a share of the responsibility to 
preserve an acceptable marine habitat.  

NE’s initial permission was for a 12 
month trial, limited to the distributor’s 
recommended dose of one annual 1.4 
kg application plus a monthly 10 % 
top-up to compensate for losses.  To 
clear existing weed GBC agreed to 
fund a cut undertaken by contractor’s 

barge.  This took place towards the 
end of the 2011 season, followed by 
several club working parties to clear the 
resulting debris.

Expert advice
This regime succeeded until early 2013, 
when the weed reappeared, posing 
the question as to why the use of dye 
appeared to have failed.  Recognising 
that the issue was technical and 
complex, the committee sought expert 
advice.  Dr Jonathan Newman of the 
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Centre for Ecology and Hydrology is a specialist in the 
management of aquatic weed problems, and freely gave his 
time to advise the club throughout the second negotiations 
with NE. Dr Roger Bamber, of Artoo Marine Consultants, 
who had monitored the shrimp colony on behalf of NE for 
some years, was also more than generous with his time in 
helping the club, GBC and NE understand the situation.    

Despite being dosed with blue dye the lake had never 
turned blue, raising doubts as to whether the initial dose 
was adequate.  The lake was re-surveyed, and it was 
found that the volume (and therefore the dose) had been 
underestimated by about 15%.  Further, Dr Newman 
suggested that the edges of the lake were too shallow to 
allow a ‘normal’ dose to be effective.  Accordingly, at a 
meeting involving NE, GBC, Dr’s Newman and Bamber 
and the club, it was agreed to extend the permitted trial for 
another year using a triple dose, based on the new volume 
of 15.6 million litres.  An immediate fresh application was 
approved, followed by another barge cut.  The meeting of the 
interested parties, together with the contribution of the two 
respected experts, was a turning point in the understanding 
of the problems and led to a resolution acceptable to all.       

Conclusions
Once NE accepted the club as a serious organisation 
involved in a nation-wide sport, they were as helpful as 
possible within the parameters of their responsibilities.  
GBC also recognised the value of the club’s activities to 
the district, and have been as generous in their support as 
budgets allow. NE worked towards a productive partnership 
with GBC and the club.  They recognised that the club’s 
husbandry of the lake over the years has been effective.  
They viewed the collapse of the initial trial as a failure for 
them as well as the club.  NE stated that they have 
‘responsibility to the general 
community as well as to the fl ora 
and fauna they are protecting’. 

 We cannot be certain that the 
new dye regime will continue to be 
successful as conditions develop 
in the future.  However the control 
regimes have been implemented 
with the advice of the Country’s 
leading experts, and have the 
support of both authorities involved.  
Future meetings have already been 
scheduled to discuss next year’s 
dye regime.  We can be confi dent 
that we will be able to act positively 
to deal with any further problems.             

With thanks to Mervyn Cook. 
Commodore, Gosport MY&BC     

Multihull 
Racing 2013
America’s Cup 2013
This year’s America’s Cup has been a hot topic amongst 
the racing fraternity, not least amongst model yachting 
skippers.  Quite apart from the obvious thrills of watching 
boats foiling at speeds in excess of forty knots in quite light 
(if constant) winds, and endless discussions of the make up 
of the crews, there is the matter of luffi ng rights.  Everyone 
saw the incidents at the start where the down-wind boat 
‘hunted’ the up-wind boat and many a club table had the 
cutlery out as arguments went back and forth.  The truth is 
that America’s Cup racing is a little different.  It is based on 
the familiar Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), and these are then 
modifi ed by Appendix C which applies to Match Racing only. 
Even at this point you will need a cold towel around your 
head.  But wait a moment - the rules may be further modifi ed 
by a series of protocols agreed between the two competing 
camps prior to the regatta, and these may be found at the 
America’s Cup website (See below). Reading Appendix C 
together with material on that website may perhaps settle the 
argument.  A cold towel as I said
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